
Fransalian Agency for Social Care and Education 
in India (FAsCE India), the social action wing of  
the Missionaries of St Francis de Sales, is totally 
committed to empowering and serving the poor and 
the marginalized, the powerless and the voiceless, 
across Northeast India. Over the years FAsCE India 
has been focusing on balanced and holistic 
empowerment, development and growth of 
individuals and communities through its 
interventions at grass root level and through people 
oriented projects and activities. 

The first quarter of 2019 was blended with various enriching and enlivening 
activities, developmental and humanitarian programmes: a long-cherished 
dream came true when the newly constructed Health Facilitation Centre and 
Toilet Blocks were inaugurated at Somonpara, an interior and far-flung village 
of Meghalaya. FAsCE India expressed its solidarity with the MSFS Southeast 
India Province by contributing its mite for the relief work after Cyclone Gaja in 
Tamil Nadu. 

This quarter also witnessed the launching of three more new projects: Phase II 
of Formation and Strengthening of 40 Self Help Groups for Improved 
Livelihood at Somonpara, West Garo Hills in Meghalaya, Women 
Empowerment and Sustainable Livelihood Enhancement through Self Help 
Groups at Gobardhan Grant Village of Chandrapur, Kamrup, District in 
Assam, and Educational Assistance to another 100 children across Northeast 
India. Besides, FAsCE India also focused on capacitating, empowering and 
strengthening the women, children, youth and lay leaders through various 
training and capacity building  programmes.  It also joined the rest of the 
nation and the world in celebrating, Republic Day, Holi and International 
Women's Day. 

As I place before you this issue of the FAsCE India Newsletter, may I humbly 
request you to support our continuing efforts of transforming people, 
communities, society and the world by reaching out to the poor and the 
marginalized sections of the society through your generous collaboration and 
valuable support. As St. Teresa of Kolkata says "Not all of us can do great 
things, but we can do small things with great love.  So let us do small things 
with great love.  God Bless You! 

Fr (Dr) Saji George Puthiyakulangara MSFS 
Executive Director, FAsCE India
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INAUGURATION OF THE HEALTH FACILITATION CENTRE AT SOMONPARA

NEW TOILET BLOCKS  AT SOMONPARA

During the baseline survey conducted by FAsCE 
India in Somonpara and its neighbouring villages, it 
was found that health concern is one of the major 
issues faced by the people of Somonpara.  Malaria, 
jaundice, TB and skin diseases are rampant. The 
nearest Primary Health Centre is 30 kilometres away 
from Somonpara. The visits of the health workers and 
medical personnel is infrequent. With the hope to 
address various health issues FAsCE India took the 
initiative of constructing a health facilitation centre to 
render health care services and conduct health 
programmes for the people of Somonpara. The newly 
constructed Health Facilitation Centre at Somonpara, West Garo Hills District, in Meghalaya,  was 
inaugurated on January 21, 2019 by Mr Shaji Adathala, President of Light in Life Organization, Switzerland 
and Mr Saleng A. Sangma, Local MLA,  in the presence of Rev. Fr George Panthanmackel, Provincial of 
MSFS Northeast India Province, Representatives from Light in Life and village leaders. Most Rev. Andrew 
Marak, Bishop of Tura, blessed the newly constructed Health Facilitation Centre.  A professionally trained 
nurse is in-charge of this centre to render first aid and emergency treatments to the patients who would visit 
the centre with different health issues. Since 2016, an ambulance is at the disposal of the people. FAsCE India 
expresses its heartfelt gratitude to the philanthropic friends and their families from Switzerland whose 
generous support made the construction of the health facilitation centre possible. 

The new school academic year also witnessed the inauguration of two newly constructed toilet blocks for 
boys and girls, at SFS School, Somonpara. The new facilities ensure health, hygiene and safety for the tribal 
children. 
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WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 

SHG Clusters as Vigilance Committee against Gender Based Violence: As part of the AIFO project to 
promote and implement gender equality, tackling its structural causes and addressing all forms of gender 
based discrimination, new clusters were formed 
comprising of SHGs. The purpose of this cluster 
is to organise among them Vigilance 
Committees to prevent, to identify and to 
provide a response to cases of violence against 
women of the communities. On February 15, 
2019 the second cluster was formed in Hatisila, 
which is a suburb community. Four Self Help 
Groups attended the formation meeting.  The 
third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh clusters 

were formed at Amsing Jorabat, which is located 
in the outskirts of Narengi. It is a large 
community with 20 Self Help Groups. The 
SHGs were invited to attend the cluster 
formation meeting held on February 22, 2019, at 
the Amsing Jorabat community. During the 
meeting 5 clusters were formed and 20 mentors 
were selected from the SHGs.   

A SOLACE IN TIMES OF DISASTER 

Cyclone Gaja wreaked havoc in Tamil Nadu, India, in the month of 
November 2018. The devastating cyclone  damaged thousands of 
houses and buildings, uprooting  trees, taking away the lives of 
people, disrupting transportation and communication system, 
leaving people without access to drinking water, destroying fishing 
boats and nets and, worst of all, destroying agricultural crops.  
Sharing in the sufferings of thousands who were helpless and 
homeless, FAsCE India and MSFS North East India Province 
responded to the call of MSFS Southeast India Province for 
assistance for relief and rehabilitation, by contributing its mite.  In 
the first phase of the relief work, the affected people were provided 
with purified drinking water, bed sheets, tarpaulins, saris, candles, 
mosquito-coils and also all the necessary house hold things. The  
relief and reconstruction work was initiated under the able 
leadership of  Fr Arockiasamy Selvaraj MSFS, Director,  MDO SE 
India Province.
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On March 31, 2019, the eighth SHG cluster under this 
project was formed in Ekrabari village. There are four 
SHG existing in this village.  40 members from the 4 
SHGs attended the meeting. Prior to the meeting, the 
groups were animated by a team of resource persons 
from TATA Institute of Social Sciences, through 
games and group activities. The SHG  clusters will act 
as vigilance committee against gender based violance.

Training for Formation and Strengthening of SHGs at Gobardhan: The initial phase of the community 
based empowerment and sustainable livelihood programme at Gobardhan village, in Chandrapur, started 
with a session on training for formation and for strengthening of the Self Help Groups. The training was held 
on February 23, 2019. More than hundred members from the existing 15 Self Help Groups participated in the 
training programme. Ms Chaya Kalita, Women's Coordinator, was the resource-person. During the session, 
she highlighted the objective of promotion and strengthening of SHGs by discussing the guiding principles of 
SHG, need, importance and scope of SHGs. The group activities conducted in the training aimed at making 
the participants aware about their strengths, resources and rights to constitute a just society. An overview 
about regular savings and internal loaning system enlightened the participants to become economically 
independent. This training programme was aimed at enabling the women to take leadership roles, to learn 
additional skills and so as to earn extra income, thereby utilizing their free time to generate savings. The day-
long programme was concluded with fruitful sharing and planning of forthcoming activities of the SHGs, 
guided by the community mobilizers.

Staff Training and Orientation Programme at Chandrapur: Three day Staff Training and Orientation 
Programme for the new project "Women Empowerment and Sustainable Livelihood Enhancement through 
Self Help Groups at Gobardhan village, in Chandrapur," was held from February 26-28, 2019. The newly 

recruited project staff and the project team 
from the head-office attended the training 
and project orientation, facilitated by the 
resource team from MASK. The objective of 
this training and orientation was to 
familiarise the staff with the concept of this 
project through in-depth study and clear 
understanding of the LFA, preparation of the 
roadmap and capacitate them to implement 
the components of the project effectively to 
achieve the expected result. The three day 
training module included input sessions, 
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group activities like discussions and report presentations. Group games, video clippings and interactive 
sessions made the training lively and effective. On the third day the training culminated with evaluation and 
group photographs. 

Book-keeping Training for SHGs at Chandrapur: Two day training on book-keeping was organised on 
February 27 and 28, 2019, at Gobardhan village, Chandrapur. Ms. Kopila Marak, Training Coordinator of Mahila 
Shakti Kendra -Balipara, was the resource-person. There were 85 participants, including the office-bearers, and 
minimum of two members each from 15 SHGs attended the training programme. The training was intensive with 
input sessions combined with practical activities. The exercises were centred on maintaining the SHG books of 
records, minute books, attendance registers, saving ledger, loan ledger, cash book and individual passbook and 
general ledgers. In the evaluation after the two long days of training, the participants expressed that it had given 
them better understanding of SHG and that they are now confident of writing and maintaining the SHG books in 
proper order. The FAsCE India team facilitated the smooth conduct of the programme and thanked the resource 
person and participants for their presence, despite inclement weather.

Project Orientation and Staff Capacity Building Programme: The project "Integrated Sustainable 
Community Development (ISCD), through Formation and Strengthening of SHGs, for Improved Livelihood 
at Somanpara, in West Garo Hills" began its second phase from February 2019.  A project orientation and staff 
capacity building programme was held at MSFS Provincialate, Narengi, from February 28 to March 02, 2019. 
The project core team members were trained by Ms Kopila Marak, Training Coordinator of MASK, Balipara, 
Ms Regina Sereng, Programme Coordinator and Ms Chaya Kalita, Women's Coordinator from FAsCE India. 
In the input sessions, Ms Kopila Marak dealt with the SHG functioning, grading of SHGs, internal lending in 
the SHGs, monitoring the record books, assisting to develop income generating activities for the groups in 
accordance with availability of resources, market and interest of groups. The practical sessions included 
presentation of group activities on internal lending, grading and facilitating addressing of social issues. The 
participants were also equipped by the resource person to assist the groups to establish linkage with Block 
Office and bank in order to avail the Government schemes on health, livelihood etc. for women and SHGs. On 
the third day, the Programme Coordinator oriented the project staff on the project concept and discussed at 
length the project's log frame. The participants were also briefed on their day-to-day activities of field visit, 
monitoring, monthly action plan and monthly activity report compilation and submission of these to the 
project head-office. The three day meeting concluded with a group photo and short valedictory meeting.
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SHGs participate in POSHAN Mela at Somonpara: In the run-up to the International Women's Day 
celebration, the Gambegre Block of West Garo Hills, Meghalaya, organized POSHAN Mela, under the 
Ministry of Women and Child Development. It is to commemorate the first anniversary of POSHAN Abhiyan 
on March 8, by organising Poshan Mela across the country to raise awareness on nutrition for woman and 
child health. FAsCE India SHGs of Somonpara participated in the POSHAN Mela by putting up pickle and 
snacks stall. The members of SHGs prepared variety of pickle from gooseberry, jackfruit, tamarind and 
vegetables and healthy home-made snacks for sale in this mela. Again on March 20, the SHGs put up their 
stalls in the Haat Bazar in Gambegre. The groups prepared nutritional snacks, food items and pickle for the 
sale. This event which was organized at the Block was an occasion for exchanging knowledge, skills and 
nutritional facts & food among  women collectively and individually from various villages.

PROMOTION OF CHILD RIGHTS THROUGH EDUCATION AND PARTICIPATION 

Extending Educational Assistance to another 100 Children: FAsCE India firmly believes that most 
sustainable solution to the present day problems of the underprivileged lie in providing education to them or 
their children, in whom lie the destiny  of the Society. Therefore, every year from the time of its inception 
onwards ,  FAsCE India  extends  
educational assistance to less privileged 
and deserving students from every nook 
and corner of Northeast India. Through 
the contribution of many generous hearts, 
it has already helped hundreds of children 
to complete their education and a good 
number of students were financially 
assisted to complete their professional 
courses. This year FAsCE India, in 
collaboration with Light in Life 
Organization, Switzerland, has launched 
a project of  providing another 100 more 
deserving  children (50 children are assisted for their school fees and 50 children are helped with residential 
facilities) for their school education. FAsCE India deeply acknowledges with gratitude the generosity of the 
Light in Life Organization in promoting progress through the education of less privileged children.  

Distribution of Jersey, Amlokhipait and Dekapam, Telam: On January 21, 2019, uniform T-Shirts were 
distributed to the children of FAsCE India Supplementary Education Centres at Dekapam and Amlokhi Pait 

villages in Telam, Assam.  80 children from both 
the Supplementary Education Centres received 
their uniform T-Shirts. Mr Bijoy Doley, 
Coordinator of the centres, organised the 
distribution along with other volunteers and 
leaders. The children were very happy to receive 
the uniform jersey which indeed would instil in 
them a feeling of oneness as children of FAsCE 
India Supplementary Education Centre.   



Art It Out and Who Am I: On March 16, 2019, the interns from TATA Institute of Social Sciences Guwahati, 
conducted some educational activities, namely 'ART IT OUT' AND 'WHO AM I' with the FAsCE India 
Supplementary Education Centre Bongaon. In 'ART IT OUT' the students were asked to sketch out their mother and 
father separately based on the daily 
activities done by the parents. This was 
done in order to assess the portrayal and 
perspective of the child towards his/her 
parents. In the 'Who AM I' activity, the 
students were asked to act different 
characters of the society such as police, 
doctor, boy, girl, teacher, etc and the 
remaining ones were asked to guess  the 
characters based on acting. This was 
done to assess the student's vision and 
perspective of this character.    

Children's Manifesto to Political Parties: On March 4, 2019, two students from FAsCE India 
Supplementary Education Centre, 12 years old Apsana Khatun and 13 years old Hafija Khatun, met  with 

politicians of five major political parties of 
Assam with four-paged agenda. This agenda 
was composed and signed by 20 children, boys 
and girls, hailing from different communities in 
Assam. The agenda presented to the politicians 
of the Congress, BJP as well as regional parties, 
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), All India United 
Democratic Front (AIUDF) and Bodoland 
People's Front (BPF), is categorised into five 
areas of focus: health, nutrition, safety, 
education and sanitation and hygiene. While 
some demands are universal, such as better 
educational infrastructure in schools, the key 

demands taken into account the regional complexities such as the annual floods etc. This was a collaborative 
initiative of FAsCE India with Adolescent and Children Rights Network, Assam (ACRNA) partnered with 
UNICEF. 

Agenda Presentation in DD News: On March 31, 2019, National DD News televised the news on FAsCE 
India Supplementary Education Centre, Narengi, during the prime time news hour, from New Delhi. The DD 
News crew visited the Supplementary Education Centre at SFS Higher Secondary School, Narengi, to film 
the interview with the children on March 26, 2019.  On March 29 the second interview was conducted by the 
national newspaper, Indian Express. 12 year old Apsana's request focused on increased safety for women and 
girls in Assam, "Why is it that girls are not allowed to venture out after dark?" And Hafija's main concern was 
education. The two study in local Assamese medium schools in Guwahati, and are often compelled to skip 
school during the monsoons, and the floods which come along with it every year. "Many times our school gets 
flooded too," says Hafija, "The drains overflow and there is no option for our teachers but to cancel classes".

7
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EMPOWERMENT THROUGH CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMMES 

Training on Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation: FAsCE India facilitated a training programme on 
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation for the members of the Social Apostolate and Innovative Ministries 
Forum of the MSFS North East India 
Province, on March 8, 2019, at MSFS 
Provincia la te  Guwahat i .  The 
Orientation Programme began with a 
prayer led by Fr John Barman, 
Director of Fransalian Youth Ministry. 
Fr Saji George, welcomed all the 
participants, especially Fr Agnelo 
Fernandes, the Resource Person of the 
day and former General Councillor 
for Social Apostolate and Innovative 
M i n i s t r i e s  a n d  F r  G e o r g e  
Panthanmackel, Provincial of MSFS 
Northeast India Province and 
President of FAsCE India. 
In the first session, Fr Agnelo explained what is justice and then highlighted the salient features of Justice. He 
also spoke about four types of justice: Distributive Justice, Procedural Justice,   Retributive Justice, and 
Restorative Justice. In the second session, the resource person, focused on Peace and its implications. The 
former General Councilor suggested the Ways of  Promoting Justice and Peace: Education for Justice and 
Peace of all, especially of Children; Recapturing our Value System that Promotes Justice, and Peace  and 
Meaningful Approach to Pluralism.  He also made the participants aware of the various schemes available for 
various categories of people and the importance of getting in touch with the people concerned and tapping 
these schemes for the deserved, especially for the least, marginalized, differently abled, visually challenged, 
widows, old people etc.  The input sessions were also coupled with interactions and clarifications by the 
participants. The sessions ended with the vote of thanks proposed by Fr Anthony Barowa.  

National Conference on  Substance Use and Abuse at SFS College Aalo: On March 16, 2019 the 
Department of Sociology of Saint Francis De Sales College, Aalo, conducted its first ever National 

Conference on the topic "Substance Use and 
abuse: Implications and Societal Response", in 
collaboration with FAsCE India, organized by 
Centre for Research. Eight papers were 
presented at the conference. There were three 
technical sessions: first technical session was the 
inauguration program and the other two 
technical sessions were for paper presentation. 
Dr Bino Thomas, Asst. Prof. Dept. of PSW, 
NIMHANS, was chairperson for the first 
technical session and Fr Dr Jose Karipadathu 
chaired the second technical session. The 
conference was graced by the presence of the 
Mother Vision Team, an NGO run by the 

mothers of the Galo Community, which fights against the drug abusers. There were fruitful interactions 
between the students and resource personnel during the panel discussion. The Conference ended with a short 
valedictory function, followed by a group photo session. Hearty congratulations to Fr Thomas Edakishy and 
SFS College community at Aalo. 

Capacitating Lay Leaders: FAsCE India, in collaboration with St. Francis De Sales Parish Church Chabua, 
organised four-days Seminar cum Workshop for the lay leaders of Upper Assam, from  March 21-24, 2019, at 
SFS Parish, Chabua. The objective of the training programme was to engage the lay leaders more intently and 
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effectively in the development and transformation of the society . The resource persons were Most Rev. 
Albert Hemrom, Co-Adjutor Bishop,  Dibrugarh Diocese,  Fr. Milkius Tirkey, Parish Priest, Chabua, Fr. John 
Doley, Miao Diocese and Mr. Lawrence Minj, Former Head Catechist,  Dhuria Parish. The resource persons 
dealt upon various relevant topics pertaining to family life, leadership, skill development which would 
facilitate them as effective leaders in the society. 58 leaders benefited from the seminar cum workshop.  
FAsCE India acknowledges its gratitude to Fr Milkius Tirkey and the Chabua community for effectively 
organizing the well conducted capacity building programmes.

FIELD EXPERIENCE BY THE MSW STUDENTS FROM MANIPUR

Four MSW 3rd Semester Students, A.P Themreithan Tirai, Bridget Ngounila,  Ranga Lily Haomei  and 
Mayowon Ramsan,  from Lungnila Elizabeth School of Social Work, Senapati had their field block 
placement with FAsCE 
India for one month. 
During their internship 
they actively involved 
i n  c o - c u r r i c u l a r  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
S u p p l e m e n t a r y  
Education Centers,  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
organizing Children's 
Day Programme in 
different villages and 
organized a  Ral ly  
against Child Marriage 
in collaboration with Adolescent and Child Rights Network, Assam and UNICEF, assisted the Self Help 
Groups in mushroom cultivation, interacted with various Self Help Groups and joined Home Visits of the 
Children and differently abled people. The students did their placement practicum under Ms. Chaya Kalita, 
Women's Coordinator of FAsCE India.

OFFICE UPDATES

* Fr Saji George, Executive Director of FAsCE India, participated in the MISSIO Conference held 
from January 16-17,  2019,  at NEDSSS, Kharguli, Guwahati. 

* Miss Chaya Kalita, Women's Coordinator of FAsCE India took part in the Round Table Discussion 
on Clean and Renewable Energy  held  on  March  20, 2019 at NEDSSS, Kharguli, Guwahati. 

* Fr Saji George participated in the Launching of Combating Human Trafficking and Lenten 
Campaign,  held on March  22, 2019, at DBI, Kharghuli, Guwahati.

* Ms Regina B. Sereng, Programme Coordinator of FAsCE India,  attended the 10th Annual Meeting 
of MATRI, held on March 31, 2019, at Vivekanand Kendra, Uzanbazar, Guwahati.
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Excellent Platform to learn and practice Social Skills:  "One month field work at 
FAsCE India was a good experience filled with memories. It helped me to enhance and 
develop my skills, abilities and knowledge. Theoretical knowledge was put into practice. 
Communication and interaction with different people with different skills and qualities 
made me learn much more. FAsCE India provided me an excellent platform to learn and 
practice social work theory in fields". A. P  Themreithan Tirai

A Golden Opportunity to Explore and Experience: FAsCE India has given me an 
opportunity to explore and to experience various dimensions of social work. One month 
internship broadened  my outlook on the society and it gave me a golden opportunity to 
explore and improve my skills as a social worker. Ranga Lily Haomei

Indelible mark on the soul: "It was great doing internship for a 
month at a prestigious organization like FAsCE India.  The month 
was filled with various dynamics and eventful experiences. Some 
time it was  tough and very sacrificial, I even thought of giving up; 

but it was only transitory. The experience was an eye-opener  to the world of reality.  I 
experienced the world of the  privileged and underprivileged, the world of  haves and 
have-nots. My heart went out to the underbelly of the underprivileged.  The people whom 
I met and served  etched an indelible mark in my soul". Bridget Ngounila

Bundle of great opportunities: "My internship with FAsCE India has been a bundle of 
great opportunities. It has been a pleasure to be included as part of a great team of social 
workers and share knowledge and experiences. I was able to learn and organize various 
activities, which are very necessary for the professional social worker in the field. I 
experienced the lifestyle of different communities. One month field work placement was 
a great challenge for the student social worker and that challenge was an opportunity to 
master many skills of social work". Mayowon Ramsan

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DAY CELERBRATION
 
Republic Day celebration at Amsing Jorabat: 70th Republic Day was celebrated at Amsing Jorabat.  The 
entire community came together to mark this day. With hoisting of the National Flag by the Panchayat leader, 
children sang the National song and the invited guest spoke on the significance of the day. The Block 
Community Resource person appreciated the Self Help Groups and the Village Organisations for taking the 
initiative to organise the Republic Day celebration.
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY CELEBRATION

Chandrapur: At Chandrapur, International Women's Day was celebrated on March 9, 2019. The leaders of 
the women's group and self help groups took the initiative to organise the day. Around 250 women from 
Gobardhan village participated in the 
celebration. The day-long celebration began with 
Holy Mass at 09:00 AM, presided over by Rev. Fr 
Jose Thekkel MSFS, Rector of SFS Shrine, 
Narengi followed by fun-games and sports. To 
celebrate the unity, since the participants were 
from different socio-cultural backgrounds, they 
shared fellowship lunch. And the closing 
ceremony of the day-long event was a colourful 
cultural programme which was graced by Rev. Fr 
Jose Karipadathu MSFS, Principal, Don Bosco 
School, Chandrapur. In his speech, Fr 
Karipadathu congratulated the women for their 
unity and the initiatives taken by them for the upliftment of their community through various service-oriented 
activities as Self Help Groups. Mrs Leena Marak, the woman leader of Gobardhan, proposed the vote of 
thanks. She expressed her gratitude to the guests, invitees and the women participants for their whole-hearted 
support in making the celebration meaningful.

Narengi: On March 10, 2019, Women's Day celebration was organised at FAsCE India head-office premises 
in Narengi. Based on this year's theme, "Think Equal, Build Smart, Innovate for Change" the Women's Day 

celebration was combined with a campaign to create public awareness on 
Gender-based Violence. The occasion was graced by eminent 
personalities from Government departments and Non-Government 
sector. The Chief Guest was Dr. Sunita Changkakoti, Chairperson, Assam 
State Commission for Protection of Child Rights and renowned women's 
rights activist. Rev. Fr George Panthanmackal MSFS, Provincial of 
MSFS North East Province, graced the occasion as the Guest of Honour. 
And among the esteemed guests were Ms. Sewali Sharma, Secretary of 
Assam Centre for Rural Development, Mr Binod Kaman, Community 
Organiser [ASULM] under Guwahati Municipal Corporation and 
Panchayat leaders from Amsing Jorabat and Patharquary. Over 240 
women FAsCE India Self Help Groups participated in this programme. 

The programme began at 10:00 am with a prayer dance by the children of FAsCE India Supplementary 
Centre, Narengi. Colourful traditional dance performances were put up by the women of the various SHGs.  A 
skit on Domestic Violence was performed by the women of Self Help Groups from Geetamandir. The skit 
portrayed domestic violence in a family where elderly parents are mistreated by their children and other 
members of the family. Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Guest, Dr. Sunita Changkakoti, highly 
appreciated the efforts of FAsCE India in promoting women empowerment programme. She urged the 
women to respect one another and participate effectively in the group activities, both qualitatively and 
quantitatively, as it is important to have a good representation and active participation of women in the 
development of community. The Chief Guest also spoke about the various development schemes for women 
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like Kanaklata Mahila Sabalikaran Asoni which the SHGs can avail for further development of their 
livelihood activities. Fr Saji George, appreciated the SHG members for their achievements and efforts in 
building their groups and assured them of support for their upliftment. Award ceremony added meaning to the 
colourful celebration. Award for best SHG was given to Aklan SHG and best Village Organization award was 
given to Jai Jeevan Grayma Sangathan from Amsing Jorbat by Fr Provincial. Karbi dance by Aklan & Rashmi 
SHGs, Bodo dance by Ma Kali SHG and Nepali dance by Shristy & Maya Prity were adjudged first, second 
and third respectively for best cultural performance. The programme concluded with vote of thanks and 
distribution of refreshments. 

Somonpara: On March 21, 2019, FAsCE India SHGs, at Somonpara, celebrated Women's Day. At the outset 
of the celebration, Mr Albert Sangma, 
Community Mobilizer, welcomed and 
felicitated traditionally Mr Balsim R. 
Marak, the Chief Guest and Fr John 
Kelamkuzhackal, the Guest of Honour and 
Local Director of FAsCE India, with head-
gear, necklace piece and bouquet of flowers. 
Fr John, in his welcome address highlighted 
the importance of the day and the significant 
role the women play in their family and 
society. Encouraging the women, he said 
that they have the ability to contribute to the upliftment of society. The Chief Guest shared the present day 
scenario at home and society and he emphasised the recognition to be given to the work women undertake at 
home and in society. Mr Balsim encouraged the SHG members to take education of children as one of their 
tasks to bring about positive change and development in the society. The inaugural ceremony was followed by 
cultural competitions, skit and sports activities for women. Around 100 women from various SHGs and staff 
members of SFS School attended the programme. 

Colours of life: On March 19, 2019, an Event on 
pot painting was organized by the interns of TISS, 
Guwahati on the occasion of Pre-Holi  celebration, 
at FAsCE India Supplementary Education Centre 
Narengi. The thrown away pots which were in 
good condition were collected from Uzanbazar 
Guwahati by a group of TISS students and later on 
it was washed and distributed among the children 
for painting with their different colours of life.
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