
I am very happy to greet you all as the new President of FAsCE India, the social 
work organ of the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales, Northeast India 
Province. Social work is a service that seeks to improve the quality of life and 
subjective well-being of individuals, groups and communities. During the past 
years FAsCE India has touched the lives of the numerous people through their 
various social interventions: Promotion of Child Rights, Skill Training of 
School Dropout Youth, Community Based Rehabilitation of the Persons with 
Disabilities (PwDs), Empowerment of Women, Integrated Community 
Development through Community Based Organisations, Poverty Alleviation 
through Income Generating Activities, Promotion of Health and Peace 
Intervention among Conflict Communities.   

I thank FAsCE India Team for their hard work under the guidance of Fr. 
Emmanuel Mappilaparambil, the Executive Director and Mr Shaji Fernandez 
the Assistant Director cum Chief Programme Coordinator. FAsCE India 
continues to tread the path of justice and peace to create a better tomorrow by 
alleviating poverty, eradicating unemployment, promoting peace, and 
empowering children, youth, women and PwDs. I assure all the members of 
FAsCE India all the very best and assure my continued support and 
cooperation.I take this opportunity also to thank the supporting funding 
agencies, friends and well-wishers for the continued support. May the Lord 
reward them for joining hands with us in our endeavors to create a better 
world!
 
Fr (Dr.) George Panthanmackel MSFS
President, FAsCE India

President's Message

FAsCE India
MSFS Provincialate

Satgaon � Narengi, Udayan Vihar P.O.
Guwahati � 781 171, Assam, India

Tel.: 0361-2647867

Happy Easter

January - March 2014 Vol. 2,  No. 1

A Day of Reflection with the 
Mother Organisation
Distribution of Rehabilitation Aids 
and Appliances to Persons with  
Disabilities (PwDs) in Basar, 
Arunachal Pradesh
Hydroelectric Power for the 
Children of Purul, Manipur
ICD through SHGs in Dhubri 
District of Assam - Project 
Orientation Programme and Staff 
Training
Training on Formation of SHG 
Federation in Narengi, Guwahati
Celebration of Valentine's Day 
with a Difference… People rally 
for Justice
IWD: FAsCE India celebrates the 
Empowerment of Women
GGSS makes an Exposure Visit 
to FAsCE India 
P l a n n i n g  o f  F e l l o w s h i p  
Programme for PwDs in Panbari, 
Assam
Office Updates
FAsCE Education Assistance 
Fund (FEAF)



Fr. S. Jayaseelan MSFS
General Councillor of MSFS

I am immensely glad to send FAsCE India my heartfelt greetings and fraternal 
wishes, as you are going to publish your next issue of the quarterly, 'FAsCE 

thIndia Newsletter'. It was a memorable day, the 11  of February 2014, when we 
gathered together for our Social Apostolate and Innovative Ministries Forum 
Meeting at MSFS Provincialate Guwahati. On this occasion, I had the 
privilege of meeting all of you at FAsCE India Head Office and to have the 
first-hand knowledge of your dedicated social service in favour of the poor 
and needy of the Region. As Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales, we are 
called to commit ourselves to work for the unfortunate brethren of our society 
and to involve in those movements which strive to safeguard human dignity 
and well-being. That is to say, through our social apostolates we are to strive 
to secure the rights of women and children, the poor and the marginalized and 

to collaborate with those movements that are in tune with the Gospel and the teachings of the Church. The 
various projects that you have implemented during the past years for the holistic development of the 
people of Northeast India, speak volumes of your commitment and service to humanity. I assure you of 
my special prayers and wholehearted support. May God bless you all in all your efforts! 
 
Fr. Jayaseelan MSFS
(General Secretary for Social Apostolate)

  A Day of Reflection with the Mother Organisation

A meeting of the Social Apostolate and Innovative 
Ministries Forum, Northeast India Province, with the 
General Secretary, Rev. Fr. S. Jayaseelan MSFS, was 

thheld on the 11  of February, 2014 at MSFS 
Provincialate, Guwahati. In all, fourteen (14) 
members of the Forum participated in the whole day 
meeting animated by the General Secretary. Being 
his maiden visit to the Province and to the Forum, Fr. 
Jayaseelan was accorded a warm welcome with 
traditional shawl. In his animation talk he exhorted 
the members to commit themselves to new and 
creative apostolates according to the needs of the 
Church in the changing situations of the world 
(Const. Art. 23), especially to involve themselves in the interventions safeguarding human dignity and well-
being.  He expressed his happiness over the various apostolates in which the Forum is engaged in, 
particularly, in the social apostolate, serving the poor and the marginalized of the Region. After having shared 
and evaluated the various ministries in which the Forum members are involved in, the Vice-Chairman of the 
Forum, Fr. Emmanuel Mappilaparambil led the members to discussions towards a consensus for the core 
issues to be deliberated in the forthcoming Provincial Congress 2014. In his concluding message, Fr. George 
Panthanmackel, the Chairman of the Forum and the Provincial said that innovation is a part of our charism. 
He said that just as St. Francis de Sales and Fr. Peter Mermier moved according to the heart of God, we need to 
constantly listen to the Lord. He further stressed the power of prayer in our ministries and the necessity of 
being led by the Spirit of God in our apostolate. Fr. Emmanuel Mappilaparambil, the Vice -Chairman of the 
Forum thanked all the members for their active participation and valuable suggestions. 

Guest Column
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 Distribution of Rehabilitation Aids and Appliances to Persons with       D i s a b i l i t i e s  
(PwDs) in Basar, Arunachal Pradesh

Mainstreaming and integration of Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) in twenty five (25) villages in Basar, 
Arunachal Pradesh, is one of the challenges that FAsCE has taken up since two years, with the support from 

thCBR Forum, Bangalore. After having conducted an assessment camp for the PwDs on the 9  of September, 
th2013, FAsCE India distributed the required rehabilitation aids and appliances to 96 PwDs on the 5  of 

February 2014, in collaboration with ALIMCO (Artificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation of India), 
Guwahati. 
Around three hundred (300) persons participated in the programme which was conducted in the spacious 
playground of SFS School, Basar. Mr. K. Darang, the Additional Deputy Commissioner of Basar graced the 
occasion as the Chief Guest. “This noble programme was the first of its kind in the entire Siang Districts of 
Arunachal Pradesh for the benefit of the Persons with Disabilities” said Mr. Bibom Kamdak, the FRO of 
Basar, in his felicitation speech. Mr. Gajum Basar, one of the Local Leaders, congratulated FAsCE India for 
its noble and empowering engagement in Basar in favour of the poor and needy of the region. 
Fr. Thomas Paul, the Local Director of FAsCE India, Basar, enlightened the assembly about the works of 
FAsCE India and the importance of CBR programme. He also thanked all the PwDs as well as their care takers 
for their cooperation, trust and the willingness to work with the organization. The beautiful cultural 
programme staged by the children of SFS School added joy to the already excited PwDs with the possession 
of rehabilitation aids and appliances.
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  Hydroelectric Power for the Children of Purul, Manipur

FAsCE India initiated another innovative project, a hydroelectric power plant, for the benefit of the children 
in Purul, one of the interior, mountainous villages of Manipur. Purul, being a very far-flung village, has a poor 
supply of electricity and it was a major drawback towards the development and quality functioning of our 
school, boarding homes and dispensary, especially during winter months. Since Purul has a number of 
streams flowing down the hills and is blessed with plenty of water, Fr. Simon Thaikho, the Priest in charge of 
the Mission Centre, and his collaborators thought of utilizing the water resource to produce electricity that is 
required for the campus. The Village Committee pledged support to this venture by providing the required 
hydro engine. It is then FAsCE India took it up to raise the necessary resources to complete the installation of 
the engine, construction of tanks, putting down of pipe line, setting up polls and completing the electrical 
wiring. This hydroelectric power plant produces just sufficient electricity to light up the school, boarding 
homes, parish and dispensary, as well as bringing light and smile to the children of Purul. 

 ICD through SHGs in Dhubri District of Assam - Project Orientation    Programme and 
Staff Training

After having intervened in the peacebuilding process effectively in the conflict-ridden district of Dhubri, 
Assam, FAsCE India is initiating Integrated Community Development (ICD) through formation of SHGs, 
introducing IGAs and strengthening Peace Clubs as well as Peace Committees. To this end a Project 

th thOrientation and Training Programme for the staff was organized from 28  to 29  January 2014 at FAsCE 
India Head Office, Guwahati. The main objective of the training programme was to empower the animators 
and build their capacities in promoting and managing SHGs. Miss Kapila Marak (Popi), the Training 
Coordinator of Mahila Shakti Kendra (MASK) Balipara, Assam, was the main resource person.
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  Training on Formation of SHG Federation in Narengi, Guwahati

In its effort to strengthen the FAsCE India SHGs in 
and around Narengi, a training programme was 
organised for the members of the SHGs on 'Formation 

th ndof SHG Federation', on 8  and 22  of February 2014, in 
Bonda and Amsing Jorabat villages, respectively.  
FAsCE India staff members Miss Chaya Kalita, Sr. 
Margaret MPV and Mr. Ratan Lal Deka animated the 
sessions, creating awareness among the participants 
(in all 60) on the concept of Federation, its structure, 
functions, enrolment criteria and the steps towards the 
formation of a federation.  

After having enlightened on the matter, two Federations, namely, Nabajagruti and Mukti, were formed and 
the office bearers were elected from the representatives of the member SHGs.  These Federations are formed 
with the following objectives: to strengthen and support 
the individual SHG through regular interaction and 
networking; to resolve any conflicts that may arise with 
the member SHGs; to collect information and to 
disseminate to SHGs; to take up community action 
programme which are beneficial SHG members and to 
the community, which cannot be accomplished by the 
individual SHGs; and to lobby with the government and 
other institutions in support of the poor. The programme 
came to an end with a vote of thanks proposed by Mrs. 
Rumi Medhi, one of the SHG members, who thanked 
FAsCE India for its continued assistance to empower 
the SHGs and their members.

The training programme took off with a welcome address by Fr. Emmanuel Mappilaparambil, the Director of 
FAsCE India, who also briefly introduced the project as well as the background of the training programme. Fr. 
George Panthanmackel MSFS, the President of FAsCE India, in his short message encouraged the 
participants to make the best use of the programme to empower themselves to deliver qualitative service to 
the target people. Miss Kapila Marak dealt with various topics like Social Analysis, Concept of SHG, 
Formation and Strengthening of SHG, Record Keeping and Books of Accounts, Leadership Qualities of SHG 
Animators, etc. with the help of games,  video clips, and group discussions. During the valedictory session Fr. 
Francis Thadathil MSFS, the former President of FAsCE India presented the participants with certificates. 
The programme ended with a vote of thanks proposed by one of the participants, namely, Mr. Wahid Hussain. 
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  Celebration of Valentine's Day with a Difference� People rally for Justice

In the context of the widespread violence against 
women in all around the world, FAsCE India Zonal 
Office Bahlapur, organized a massive protest rally at 

thBahalpur on the 14  of February 2014, a day on 
which the world community celebrates Valentine's 
Day. In India, even on such a day, a lot of atrocities 
are committed on women, and media had reported 
many such instances in the recent past. That is why 
the people of Bahalpur wanted to celebrate the 
Valentine's Day with a difference – to stand up and be 
counted among the crowd by organizing this protest 
rally and demanding for justice. Hundreds of women 
and men, including children shouted aloud slogans 
like, 'we want justice', 'we want peace', 'stop violence', 
'stop harassing women', etc. At the concluding 
meeting the Village President spoke on the issue of 
human violence and gender negligence. Big thanks to Andheri Hilfe Bonn for their inspiration and guidance, 
and to FAsCE India Zonal Office Staff for their local effective coordination! 

  IWD: FAsCE India celebrates the Empowerment of Women
 

thThe International Women's Day (IWD) is celebrated on the 8  of March every year and to commemorate this 
thday FAsCE India organized a celebration with its SHG members in and around Narengi, on 9  March 2014. 

Around 350 women from the 20 Self Help Groups spread across the 10 villages around Narengi, Satgaon and 
Panikhati areas of Guwahati gathered at SFS School Hall to celebrate their empowerment. Major attraction of 
the event was the 'Food Fest' and the 'Exhibition of the SHG Products'. Each Self Help Group prepared 
varieties of their traditional dishes and exhibited their IGP products, which were highly appreciated by the 
gathering.
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Mrs. Neelima Borgohain, the Joint Director and Miss Urmila Das, the Deputy Director of the Directorate of 
Social Welfare Department, Govt. of Assam, were the Chief Guests for the programme. They, in their 
speeches, appreciated the FAsCE India Self Help Group Women for their organized way of functioning, 
involvement in the social causes and their interest in the common activities. Dr. Emmanuel Mappilaparambil, 
the Director of FAsCE India, welcomed the gathering and invited the women to be partners in development of 
the society and to emerge as leaders who will stand for the cause of women, who still need a helping hand to 
rise up. A cash award was given to the best performing SHG, based on a grading done, and the announcement 
of a proposal to create a Solidarity Fund, by the Director of FAsCE India. A skit was performed with the theme 
on violence against women. The day was lit up with lively dance rendition and folk song performances by the 
women of various Self  Help Groups.

FAsCE India Zonal Office, Bahalpur too 
th thcelebrated the Women's Day on 7  and 8  March, 2014 

at Choibari Public Ground, Bahalpur, under the 
leadership of Fr. George Pekkadenkuzhy MSFS, the 

thZonal Director of FAsCE India, Bahalpur. On 7  
March, women came in large numbers and offered a 
symbolic floral tribute to the many women, who 
selflessly served the society in the past, on a specially 
prepared podium. Emotions were clearly visible on 
the faces of women who offered the flowers at the 

thplace. On 8  March women folk of the many local 
communities lined up for a huge rally at 11 a.m. and 
they took out the rally around the town, shouting 
slogans such as 'We are equal with men', 'We want 

peace, 'We need equal rights' etc. The rally 
culminated at the Choibari Public Ground, 

where they (around 600 women) gathered for 
a public meeting. The special guests for the 
meeting were Ms. Jonali Raba (Central 
member, NASS) and Mrs Ramola Roy 
(President, Nari Adhikar Surasksha 
Committee), who exhorted the women to 
move forward with a firm step, recognising the 
limitations and possibilities in their daily lives. 
Representatives of women from various ethnic 
communities put up a variety entertainment 
programme. The celebration ended with a 
fellowship tea party shared by all present.

  GGSS makes an Exposure Visit to FAsCE India 

In order to capacitate their SHG leaders, Guwahati 
Gana Seva Society (GGSS) made an exposure visit to 

thFAsCE India on 14  March, 2014. After having an 
informal interaction with the staff and gaining an 
overview of the host organization, they visited the IGPs 
of FAsCE India WSHGs, especially candle making, 
rosary making, pig rearing, and mushroom cultivation. 
In their interaction with the SHG members, the visitors 
learnt about the various livelihood opportunities that the 
members pursue, to earn some additional income for the 
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betterment of their families. The visitors were very happy to see the demonstration of the different stages in 
the preparation for mushroom cultivation. The mutual interaction on various issues of the working of SHGs 
was beneficial for both organisations; particularly it boosted the self-confidence of the members of FAsCE 
India SHGs.

This Exposure Visit to FAsCE India was a very good learning experience for us. Our 
Self Help Group members are very happy, as they have learnt a lot of things through 
this exposure visit, especially about the mushroom cultivation. This visit will definitely 
help our SHG members to initiate their own IGAs. Thank you FAsCE India for giving 
us your valuable time. - Sr. Jessy Mathew, Administrator, GGSS

 A new Initiative to make the School Dropout Youth employable at Hamren,  Karbi Anglong, Assam

In order to skill the unemployed school dropout youth of 
Hamren, FAsCE India has initiated a new project under 
the title 'Skill Training and Career Assistance for the 
School Dropout Youth of Hamren, Karbi Anglong, 
Assam, in collaboration with FVTRS Bangalore. The 
project was launched and SFS Tailoring Centre was 
inaugurated, at SFS Parish compound, by Mr. Rupsing 
Teron, the Executive Member of Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC), in the presence of Fr. 

Emmanuel Mappilaparambil, the Director of FAsCE 
India, Fr. Biju Kanichery, the Local Director, Village 
Heads, Sisters, Parish Members and the first batch of 20 

ndschool dropout women, on 2  March, 2014. Around 200 
people gathered for the programme and Fr. Emmanuel, 
the Director of FAsCE India, in his address, introduced 
the project, especially the prospect of the three planned 
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trades: Tailoring, Bamboo Craft and Food Processing. The people, particularly the youth of the area, were 
very happy to have this programme for the benefit of their own community, and they expressed their gratitude 
to FAsCE India for the new venture.  
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  Planning of Fellowship Programme for PwDs in Panbari, Assam

FAsCE India joined hands with CBR Forum Bangalore to 
plan a novel programme called 'Fellowship Programme' for 
the Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) in a meeting held at 

stMary, Mother of Compassion Parish, Panbari from 31  
stMarch to 1  April 2014. It was attended by Mr. Nicholas 

Rebelo (Executive Director) and Mr. B.N. Kabui (Project 
Manager, NER), from CBR Forum, Bangalore, and Fr. 
Emmanuel Mappilaparambil (Executive Director), Mr. Shaji 
Fernandez (Deputy Director) and Fr. Ronesh Narzary (Local 
Director) from FAsCE India.   CBR Forum, out of their 
exper ience 
of working 

with PwDs and their DPOs in the Northeast for some years, 
noted that the DPOs are not that sustainable. So it has come 
out with the concept of building the personality and skills of 
individual PwDs through a 'Fellowship Programme'. The 
overall objective of the programme is to allow the individual 
PwDs (Fellows) to grow to their full potential in view of 
making the DPO sustainable and bringing about sustainable 
changes in the communities they live in.

  Office Updates

 Ms.Chaya Kalita, the Women Coordinator and Asst. Programme Coordinator of FAsCE India 
participated in a two-day Seminar on 'CBR and Inclusion' organized by Blind People's Association, 
Ahmedbad, in collaboration with Shishu Sarothi, Guwahati, on 09-10 January, 2014 at Don Bosco 
Institute, Kharghuli, Guwahati.



From the Director's Desk
With the arrival of 2014, FAsCE India was happy to welcome Rev. Fr. (Dr.) George 
Panthanmackel MSFS as its president, while being appointed as the new Provincial 

thSuperior of Northeast India Province of MSFS with effect from 24  January 2014. It 
is said “A leader takes people where they want to go. A great leader takes people 
where they don't necessarily want to go, but ought to be” (Rosalynn Carter). It is our 
hope that our new Leader will take FAsCE India to greater heights, where we ought 
to be. We wish Fr. George all the best and invoke God's blessings on him that he may 
be able to carry out his responsibilities the best way possible for the service of 
humanity.

The past three months saw the beginning of many new initiatives as well as the following up of the many on-
going projects, for the empowerment of children, youth and women: FAsCE Education Assistance Fund 
(FEAF) – the scholarship programme for the underprivileged students of Northeast India; Hydroelectric 
power for the poor tribal children of Purul, an interior village of Manipur; Children's Parliaments in many 
centres of Assam; Skill training and career assistance for the school dropout youth of Hamren, Karbi-
Anglong District, Assam; Distribution of Aids and Appliances for the PwDs of Basar, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Integrated Community Development of 10 villages of Dhubri District, Assam; Formation and 
strengthening of SHG Federations of Narengi, Assam, and the International Women's Day celebrations at 
Head Office with a Food Fest and the Exhibition of the IGA products of SHGs, as well as at other Zonal 
Offices.

Soon we are celebrating Easter, the Feast of New Life. May the arrival of new leadership at the helm of the 
Organisation bring new life to it, and may FAsCE India find itself, by losing itself in the service of others!  
Happy Easter!

Fr. (Dr.) Emmanuel Mappilaparambil MSFS
Executive Director, FAsCE India
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 Fr. Emmanuel Mappilaparambil, the Director and Mr. Ajeesh Mathew, the Accountant of FAsCE 
India took part in a Seminar on 'Legal Administration and Governance of Organisations/Trusts, 
from 05-06 February, 2014, organized by NEDSSS, Guwahati. 

 Workshop on the Formation of VANI Network: VANI organized a one day workshop on 07 
February, 2014 at NEDSSS for the voluntary development organisations active in the states of 
Northeast. The objective of this meeting was to solicit advice from the NGOs to help VANI to 
sharpen its future strategy to provide adequate support to the voluntary organisations in the states of 
Northeast by forming a network. Mr. Shaji Fernandez, the Deputy Director cum Chief Programme 
Coordinator of FAsCE India, took part in the workshop.

 Preparatory Meeting - Northeast Disability Alliance: Mr. Shaji Fernandez, the Deputy Director cum 
Chief Programme Coordinator of FAsCE India, participated in a two day meeting on the formation 
of Northeast Disability Alliance organized by Shishu Sarothi on 24-25 March, 2014. The alliance 
aims to strengthen the work on the rights of people with disability in Northeast India through 
enhanced information sharing, coordination and collective action between individuals and 
organizations working for Persons with Disabilities.

 Ms.Chaya Kalita, the Women Coordinator and Asst. Programme Coordinator of FAsCE India 
attended a Seminar on 'Urban Poverty Alleviation Measures' and made a presentation on successful 
IGAs, namely, Candle Making and Mushroom Cultivation, on 28 March, 2014, organised by and 
conducted at NEDSSS, Guwahati.



 FAsCE Education Assistance Fund (FEAF): Empowering Children�    T r a n s f o r m i n g   
Lives�

FEAF (FAsCE Education Assistance Fund) is one of the latest initiatives of FAsCE India to empower 
children by providing education assistance to economically weak students of Northeast India. It aims at 
providing scholarships to underprivileged students, within the parameters of education, both at school level 
and for professional courses. FAsCE India believes that the best way of helping to make a poor family self-
reliant is to help the students in that family to have access to quality education. Poor children are rich in many 
resources, talents, entrepreneurship, intelligence and creativity. So FAsCE India endeavors to help them to 
realize their qualities to reach their academic potential and open up opportunities for their bright future. 
Accordingly we provided 50 students from different centres with financial assistance to pursue their studies.
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 Sl. No. School Education (SE)/Professional Course (PC) Number 
   of Students
 01 SE 
  (Bahalpur, Bashbari, Galsi, Panishali, Purul, Sindukpathar, 
  Thingba Khullen/Khunou, Yingkiong)  46
 02 PC - MBBS 03
 03 PC - B.Sc. Nursing 01

It is our hope that people benefiting from this project develop a culture of giving, so that they too learn to help 
others to get educated.



Printed at : Luit Offset, MRD Road, Bamunimaidam, Ghy-21

Dear FAsCE,

I would like to express my sincere and deep gratitude for your generous 
scholarship provided to me. Your support is helping me to pursue my 

stMBBS studies. Currently I am doing my 1  year MBBS at Jawaharlal 
Nehru Institute of Medical Sciences (JNIMS), Imphal, Manipur. My 
dream is to become a doctor to serve the people and I am committed to my 
education and healthcare field. Being from a humble background, with 
low income, my family would find extremely difficult to support my 
educational expenses. Without a doubt, this scholarship is really 
valuable for me… Thank you once more, your generosity has inspired me 
to help others and to help the community. I hope one day I will be able to 
help other students to achieve their goals, just as you have helped me.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Khopunii Sylvester
st1  Year MBBS, JNIMS, Imphal

Do you believe that the children are the best Gifts from God and they are 
the future of a country?

Then, be a part of FEAF (FAsCE Education Assistance Fund) to educate a 
less privileged child and change the life of the child and the future of the 
country!

You can sponsor a child by donating ̀ .6000/- yearly or you can donate any 
amount of your choice and be part of a movement that can bring smiles to 
many children!

If you are interested, please contact us: 

Director, FAsCE India, MSFS Provincialate, 
Satgaon – Narengi, Udayan Vihar P.O. 

Guwahati-781 171, Assam, India, 
Tel. 0361 2647867; Email: directorfasceindia@hotmail.com

Join Hands with FAsCE India 
to educate a Child!



FAsCE India
MSFS Provincialate

Satgaon � Narengi, Udayan Vihar P.O.
Guwahati � 781 171, Assam, India

Tel.: 0361-2647867

April - June 2014 Vol. 2,  No. 2

Bringing sustainable energy and light to the interior 
villages of Northeast India

FAsCE	 India,	 in	 its	efforts	 to	 promote	t h e 	 u s e 	 o f 	sustainable	 solar	energy	and	to	skill	t h e 	 u n d e r 	p r i v i l e g e d , 		o r g a n i z e d 	 a 	T r a i n i n g 	 o f 	Trainers	 (ToT)	 on	S o l a r 	 L a n t e r n 	Assembling	 at	 SFS	Technical	Institute,	 th rdDiphu,	for	30	school	dropout	youth	and	SHG	women	from	20 	to	23 	May,	2014,	 in	 collaboration	with	Asha	Technology	 Solutions,	 Bhubaneshwar,	Odisha.	 They	 were	 given	 awareness	 on	 Climate	 Change,	 Green	 House	Effect,	 Natural	 Resource	 Identification	 (in	 relation	 with	 energy	 -	 Coal,	Hydro,	Wind	and	Solar),	Solar	Energy,	Basics	of	Electricity	and	Electronics,	Components	and	Assembling	of	Solar	Lantern,	as	well	as	of	its	Marketing	Possibilities.	The	participants	were	all	able	to	assemble	5	lanterns	each	for	their	 final	test	and	assessment.	 The	who l e 	 p ro ce s s 	b o o s t e d 	 t h e i r 	confidence	 to	 use	this	skill	to	earn	an	extra	 income	 from	this	emerging	field	of	solar	energy.	The	Master	 Trainers	were	 from	 Asha	T e c h n o l o g y 	
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Solutions,	Bhubaneshwar,	Odisha,	who	are	promoters	of	renewable	energy	sources	and	experts	 in	providing	solar	solutions.	In	his	inaugural	address	Fr.	Emmanuel	Mappilaparambil,	the	Director	of	FAsCE	India,	encouraged	the	trainees	to	make	use	of	the	opportunity	given	to	them	to	learn	about	clean,	solar	energy	and	to	skill	themselves	 to	 assemble	 Solar	 Lanterns,	 so	 as	 to	 supplement	 their	 income	 for	 livelihood.	 The	participants,	 who	 completed	 the	 training,	 were	 awarded	 with	 course	 certificates	 during	 the	valedictory	function.	During	last	one	year	FAsCE	India	has	distributed	1160	Solar	Lamps/Lanterns	and	has	set	a	vision	of	reaching	out	to	5000	poor	families,	who	do	not	have	electricity	in	the	interior	villages	of	Northeast	India,	by	2016.
New Team at the Helm of the Mother OrganisationThe	 Mother	 Organisation	 of	FAsCE	 India,	 namely,	 the	Missionaries	of	St.	Francis	de	Sales	(MSFS)	Northeast	India	Province,	has	a	new	Team	at	its	 helm,	 for	 the	 next	 three	years.	 In	 its	 General	 Body	M e e t i n g 	 ( P r o v i n c i a l 	Congress)	 held	 at	 SILOAM,	Berapani	–	Shillong,	from	23-27	April,	2014,	the	following	members	were	elected	to	be	the	 new	 members	 of	 the	 Provincial	Adminis t ra t ion : 	 Fr. 	 (Dr. ) 	 Emmanuel 	Uppamthadathil	 (Admonitor	 and	 Provincial	C o u n c i l l o r 	 f o r 	Education), 	 Fr. 	 (Dr.)	 Athnas	Kerketta	(Provincial	Councillor	for	Mission),	Fr.	 (Dr.)	 Benoy	 Veliyath	 (Provincial	Councillor	 for	 Formation),	 Fr	 Reji	Kizhakkethalackal 	 (Provincial 	Councillor	for	Social	Apostolate	and	Innovative	 Ministries),	 and	 Fr	J o s e p h 	 K a n n a m a n g a l a t h 	(Provincial	 Bursar).	 We,	 at	 FAsCE	India,	 congratulate	 the	 new	 Team	under	 the	 leadership	 of	 Fr.	 (Dr.)	George	Panthanmackel	and	wish	all	of	 them	 all	 the	 best	 and	 God's	blessings.	 We	 look	 forward	 to	greater	 collaboration	 with	 the	Mother	Organisation	and	hope	that	the	new	Provincial	Administration	will	take	FAsCE	India	to	greater	heights	in	its	service	to	humanity.
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FAsCE India takes Steps to preserve our GreensFAsCE	 India	 in	 collaboration	 with	Assam	Social	Forestry	celebrated	the	thWorld	Environment	Day	(WED)	on	5 	June	2014	at	FAsCE	India	Head	Office,	Guwahati	in	a	fitting	manner.	Activities,	like	 plantation	 and	 distribution	 of	saplings	as	well	as	generating	awareness	on	 environmental	 sustainability	 through	var ious 	 programmes , 	 marked 	 the 	observance	of	the	day.	It	was	in	keeping	with	the	global	theme	for	this	year's	WED:	'Raise	your	voice,	not	the	sea	level'.	Around	300	SHG	women	gathered	at	 the	office	premises	 to	celebrate	the	day. In	order	 to	commemorate	 the	day,	a	fruit	 tree	 was	 planted	 together	symbolically	 by	 Fr.	 (Dr.)	 Emmanuel	Mappilaparambil	 (Director),	 Fr.	 (Dr.)	Emmanuel	 Uppamthadathil	 (Vice-President),	Fr.	Francis	Thadathil	(Former	President),	and	one	of	the	SHG	 members	of	 FAsCE	 India,	at	 the	 premises	of	 FAsCE	 India	Head	 Office.	 Over	400	saplings	were	distributed	by	the	Dignitaries	to	the	SHG	Members,	reminding	 them	of	 their	responsibility	 to	protect	environment.	 In	his	message,	 the	 Chief	 Guest	 of	 the	 programme,	 Fr.	 (Dr.)	 Emmanuel	Uppamthadathil,	 the	 Vice-President	 of	 FAsCE	 India,	 quoted:	 “Protect	Environment	and	 it	will	protect	you;	destroy	environment	and	 it	will	destroy	 you”.	Ms.	 Chaya	Kalita,	 the	Women	Coordinator,	 also	 gave	 an	awareness	talk	on	the	occasion	to	spread	the	growing	need	to	conserve	and	efficiently	manage	our	natural	resources.Over	the	years,	FAsCE	India	has	encouraged	its	many	Self	Help	Groups	across	Northeast	India	to	do	various	activities	that	protect	environment.	It	has	initiated	numerous	programmes	in	its	operational	areas	to	bring	awareness	on	climate	change	and	threats	to	the	environment.	One	of	its	flagship	 programmes	 during	 the	 coming	 years	 is	 to	 provide	 solar	lamps/lanterns	and	promote	specially	designed	smokeless	choola	that	needs	 only	 twigs	 to	 burn	 and	 not	 firewood,	 to	 as	 many	 families	 as	possible	in	the	interior	villages	across	Northeast	India,	thereby	teaching	them	to	tap	renewable	energy	sources	and	protect	the	environment	and	trees.



FAsCE India Zonal Office, Bahalpur too	 celebrated	 the	World	Environment	Day	with	various	programmes	to	make	the	people	of	the	 Locality	 aware	 that	 a	 safe	 and	 healthy	 Environment	 is	essential	for	the	living	of	future	generations.	The	first	programme	thtook	place	at	10.00	a.m.	on	the	5 	of	June	2014	in	Akulu	Line	Village.	Around	250	people	gathered	at	the	public	ground	for	the	official	inauguration	 of	 the	 programme	 in	 which	 many	 dignitaries	highlighted	 the	 importance	 of	 the	 day	 and	 the	 urgent	 need	 to	protect	 the	 environment.	 Fr.	 George	 Pekadenkuzhiyil	MSFS,	 the	Zonal	Director,	the	Panchayat	President	and	the	Village	Headman	spoke	 on	 the	 occasion	 reiterating	 the	 necessity	 of	 protecting	 the	 environment	 by	 stopping	deforestation	and	planting	more	trees.	It	was	followed	by	the	planting	of	150	saplings	in	the	nearest	village	and	a	cultural	programme	put	up	by	children	bringing	home	the	crowd	the	message	of	the	day.	The	second	programme	took	place	at	SFS	School,	Bahalpur	at	2.00	p.m.	in	the	presence	of	the	children	of	the	school.	Mr.	Sajeev	Tirkey,	one	of	the	Coordinators	of	FAsCE	India,	welcomed	the	gathering	and	introduced	the	importance	of	the	day.	Fr.	Albert	Sahayaraj	MSFS,	Asst.	Headmaster	gave	a	short	message	underlining	certain	points	such	as	eco-friendly,	eco-balancing	life	style	and	the	necessity	of	planting	more	trees.	After	the	inaugural	ceremony	a	few	representatives	of	the	staff	and	students	planted	 new	 saplings	 in	 the	 school	 campus	 to	 mark	 the	 occasion	pledging	to	protect	the	environment	for	a	cleaner,	greener	and	brighter	future.
Celebration of World Health Day 2014

thWorld	Health	Day	is	celebrated	each	year	on	7 	of	April	globally.	This	day	marks	the	anniversary	of	the	World	Health	Organization	(WHO)	which	was	founded	in	1948.	World	Health	Day	2014	with	 its	 theme	 'small	 bite,	 big	 threat'	highlighted	 on	 some	 of	 the	 most	 commonly	known	vectors	–	such	as	mosquitoes,	sandflies,	bugs,	 ticks	 and	 snails	 –	 responsible	 for	transmitting	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 parasites	 and	pathogens	 that	 can	 cause	 many	 different	illnesses.	 Mosquitoes,	 for	 example,	 transmit	malaria,	 dengue	 fever,	 lymphatic	 filariasis,	chikungunya,	 Japanese	 encephalitis	and	yellow	fever.	More	than	half	of	the	world's	population	 is	 at	 risk	 of	 these	 diseases.	 This	year's	campaign	was	for	better	protection	from	vector-borne	 diseases	 and	 to	 urge	 health	authorities	to	put	in	place	measures	to	improve	surveillance	and	protection.FAsCE	 India,	 in	 its	 efforts	 to	 promote	 health,	celebrated	the	day	by	organizing	an	awareness	programme	 on	 public	 health	 for	 the	 SHG	members	in	Amsing	Jorabat.	Mr.	Ratan	Lal	Deka,	
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Awareness Programme on Government Projects and SchemesFAsCE	 India,	 under	 its	 project	 'Formation	 and	 Strengthening	 of	 SHGs	 for	 Improved	 Livelihood'	organized	an	awareness	programme	on	'Government	Projects	and	Schemes'	for	the	members	of	its	20	thSHGs	 in	and	around	Narengi,	on	24 	of	May,	2014	at	FAsCE	India	Head	Office,	Narengi.	The	main	objective	of	the	program	was	to	support	the	growth	and	sustainability	of	these	SHGs	by	linking	them	to	different	Government	Schemes.	Ms.	Chaya	Kalita,	the	Women	Coordinator,	welcomed	the	gathering	and	introduced	briefly	the	awareness	program	 and	 its	 benefits.	 	 Mr.	 Anupam	 Dutta,	 a	 Senior	Faculty	 Member,	 SIRD	 (State	 Institute	 of	 Rural	Development),	 Assam,	 was	 the	 main	 Resource	Person.	He	introduced	various	available	schemes,	like	 Chief	 Minister's	 Jeevanjyoti	 Swaniyojan	Yojana,	 Joint	 Liability	 Swabalambi	 Groups,	 etc.	and	 explained	 about	 their	 benefits	 and	 Bank	Linkages.	The	SHG	members	were	happy	to	have	known	about	the	schemes	and	expressed	their	desire	to	apply	for	them	to	initiate	more	IGPs	for	the	sustainability	of	their	Groups.	The	program	came	to	an	end	with	a	vote	of	thanks	given	by	one	of	the	Community	Animators,	namely,	Mr.	Ratan	Lal	Deka.

Ms.	Chaya	Kalita	and	Sr.	Margaret	MPV,	a	few	members	of	the	staff	of	FAsCE	India,	highlighted	the	importance	of	the	day	and	spoke	on	the	theme	of	the	year	regarding	protection	from	vector-borne	diseases.	They	also	gave	awareness	on	the	relationship	between	the	protection	of	environment	and	better	health	of	the	people.	On	the	occasion	a	demonstration	of	smokeless	choolas	and	solar	lanterns	was	 done,	 highlighting	 the	 necessity	 of	 curbing	 deforestation	 and	 promoting	 the	 use	 of	nonconventional	solar	energy.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	the	participants	were	sure	of	one	thing:	'Cleaner	the	Environment,	better	the	Health'.		

ISCD through SHGs in Lower Assam - Project Orientation 
Programme and Staff Training

Counting	on	the	experience	of	FAsCE	India	in	managing	 CBOs	 effectively	 for	 the	community	 development,	 FAsCE	 India	 is	initiating	 yet	 another	 project:	 'Integrated	Sustainable	 Community	 Development	(ISCD)	through	formation	and	strengthening	of	 SHGs	 in	 Lower	 Assam'.	 	 	 In	 order	 to	capacitate	the	newly	recruited	SHG	Staff	and	Leaders,	a	Project	Orientation	cum	Training	th thwas	organized	from	25 	to	27 	June,	2014	at	FAsCE	 Head	 Office,	 Guwahati.	 Miss	 Kapila	Marak	 (Popi),	 the	 Training	 Coordinator	 of	Mahila	 Shakti	 Kendra	 (MASK)	 Balipara,	
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Assam,	was	 the	main	Resource	Person.	The	main	objective	of	 the	program	was	 to	build	the	 capacities	 of	 the	new	 staff	 in	promoting	and	managing	SHGs	as	well	as	to	sensitize	the	issue	of	alcoholism,	which	is	very	rampant	in	the	target	areas	of	the	project.During	 the	 inaugural	 session,	 Fr.	 Emmanuel	Mappilaparambil,	the	Director	of	FAsCE	India,	welcomed	all	the	participants	and	introduced	briefly	the	project	as	well	as	the	background	of	the	 training	 program.	 	 In	 his	 inaugural	address,	 Fr.	 George	 Panthanmackel,	 the	President	 of	 FAsCE	 India,	 exhorted	 the	participants	to	put	themselves	wholeheartedly	in	the	training	programme	and	to	apply	those	acquired	valuable	knowledge	and	skill	 in	their	service	to	the	target	people.	Miss	Kapila	Marak	dealt	with	a	variety	of	topics	like	Social	Analysis,	Concept	of	SHG,	Bylaws	of	SHG,	Record	Keeping	and	Books	of	Accounts,	Leadership	Qualities,	etc.	with	the	help	of	games,	video	clips	and	group	discussions.	An	experience	 sharing	 by	 Alcoholics	 Anonymous	 Group	 (AA	 Group)	 was	 also	 a	 part	 of	 the	 training	programme,	with	the	intention	of	giving	the	participants	a	glimpse	of	a	possible	intervention	that	they	can	 take	 it	 up	 in	 their	 own	 target	 areas	 to	help	people	 to	recover	 from	alcoholism.	AA	is	a	fellowship	of	men	and	women	who	share	 their	experience,	 strength	and	hope	with	 each	other	 that	 they	may	 solve	 their	common	problem	and	help	others	to	recover	from	 alcoholism.	 During	 the	 valedictory	session	Fr.	Emmanuel	Mappilaparambil,	the	Director	 along	 with	 Miss	 Kapila	 Marak	awarded	 the	 participants	 with	 course	certificates.	
Empowering to be sustainable…Training on the Strengthening of 
SHG Federations 

Formation	of	SHG	Federations	is	one	of	the	ways	FAsCE	 India	 SHGs	 are	 made	 sustainable.	Federations	are	promoted	for:	(I)	 strengthening	 SHGs	 through	 providing	 a	forum	for	regular	interaction	and	networking,	(ii)	 collecting	 and	disseminating	 information	to	 SHGs	 and	 (iii)	 undertaking	 such	 activities	that	benefit	the	SHGs	as	well	as	communities	but	cannot	be	taken	up	by	individual	SHGs	on	their	own.	
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In	order	to	strengthen	FAsCE	India	SHGs	in	and	around	 Narengi,	 a	 training	 program	 was	thorganized	 for	 the	 Federation	 Leaders	 on	 28 	June,	 2014	 in	 FAsCE	 India	 Head	 Office,	Guwahati.	 	 Miss	 Chaya	 Kalita,	 the	 Women	Coordinator	 welcomed	 the	 participants	 and	shared	with	 them	briefly	 the	 purpose	 of	 the	training	programme.	Miss	Kapila	Marak	(Popi),	the	 Training	 Coordinator	 of	 Mahila	 Shakti	Kendra	(MASK),	was	the	main	Resource	Person,	who	 dealt	 with	 topics	 like	 concept	 of	 SHG	Federation,	its	structures,	functions,	enrollment	criteria	and	the	steps	for	a	strong	Federation.	Miss	Marak	applied	play	methods	in	order	to	give	the	participants	a	clear	idea	of	building	up	a	strong	Federation	and	to	make	the	session	more	interesting	used	Video	Clips,	Power	Point	Presentations,	Group	Discussions	and	Games.	The	participants	were	happy	to	have	clarity	on	the	concept	of	SHG	Federation,	its	structure	and	functions	so	that	they	can	make	informed	decisions	to	make	their	Federations	stronger	as	well	as	sustainable.
CASE STUDY

Shifting to a new Livelihood Avenue – a Challenge

 DEEPIKA is a Self Help Group in the hilly village of 
Ekrabari, in Panikheiti area of Narengi, 
Guwahati. It was promoted in June 2011 by 
FAsCE India and has a total membership of 10 
women, all belonging to Garo Tribe. Their 
families fall below poverty line and most of 
them do not have any occupation other than 
gathering fire wood and selling it in the local 
market. Only the Secretary of the group is a 
literate with class XII education and others 
have learnt to write their names and signature. 

In  the  year 2012 - 13, FAsCE India implemented the 
Sustainable Rural Livelihood Programme for the SHGs of this area with an overall objective to achieve 
poverty reduction and improved quality of life of marginalised people in a gender sensitive and 
environmentally sustainable way.  Deepika was one of the beneficiary groups under the project. After a 
lengthy discussion and consultation with the staff, they proposed candle making and FAsCE India offered 
them a three days training programme. Though it was a new skill for them, they learnt with great interest and 
mastered it. Initially FAsCE India provided them with a set of moulds and wax to start with. Later, they 
acquired different kinds of moulds and experimented making various types of decorative candles that has 
demand in the local market. Along with other SHGs they were given Entrepreneurship Development Training 
and through this they learnt marketing skills and maintain the account of their business. 
FAsCE India also helped them to find market through the different parishes of the MSFS across Northeast 
India. The women themselves take the initiative of finding their local market by selling door to door. So far 
they have earned a profit of Rs. 53,275 from this business by producing over 1000 kilograms of candles within 
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Skill Training and Career Assistance for the School Dropout Youth at 
Hamren, AssamIn 	 co l l abora t i on 	 w i th 	 FVTRS 	Bangalore,	FAsCE	 India	 is	executing	a	Skill	Training	Project	with	three	trades:		Tailoring,	 Bamboo	 Craft	 and	 Food	Processing,	 in	 order	 to	 skill	 the	unemployed	 school	 dropout	 youth	 of	Hamren,	 Karbi	 Anglong,	 Assam.	 The	people,	 particularly	 the	 youth	 of	 the	area,	 are	 very	 happy	 to	 have	 this	programme	 and	 they	 are	 grateful	 to	FAsCE	India	for	this	beneficial	venture.	A	monitoring	visit	 to	 the	Skill	Training	 	 thCentres	of	Hamren	on	the	6 	of	June	2014	was	a	 j oy ful	experience.	Twenty	(20)	young	school	dropout	and	illiterate	women	from	the	nearby	villages	are	learning	tailoring	and	they	are	determined	to	make	an	additional	earning	to	help	their	families.	A	skill	training	programme	of	this	organized	sort	is	something	new	for	them,	but	they	are	enthusiastic	as	well	as	determined	to	master	the	skill.	Six	of	them	have	already	acquired	their	own	sewing	machines.	It	is	really	an	achievement!	The	first	batch	of	fifteen	(15)	youth	is	getting	perfected	in	making	beautiful	bamboo	crafts,	especially	the	mats.	 	Bamboo	mats	are	essential	 raw	materials	 for	plywood	 factories	 in	 the	 cities.	But	 their	products	are	not	fetching	fair	price.	They	need	to	be	freed	from	the	middle	men	to	get	a	fair	deal.	

these one and a half years. They have a bank balance of Rs. 
26,000/-, which includes their monthly savings 

that comes from their other work. They use 
their savings as capital for their business and 
charge a small interest that is divided equally 
among them. Their story is inspiring. They 
have achieved the present stage by staying 
united and working together with a common 
goal. They have a track record of regular 
attendance in the meetings, uniform savings 
and empathet ical  understanding of  
  each other and their problems. 
The group working system and understanding 

a m o n g  t h e  group members for equal sharing of profit even in 
the absence of any member was a peculiarity. This success case is an indication of a case model which can be 
used as a practical manual for mobilising Self Help Groups on a sustainable basis through income generation 
activities. It is a clear indication that women provide new insights, leaderships and strategies. Struggle of 
women groups for access to material resources and knowledge directly benefit men and children  of  the  
families  and communities  and  a  better  quality  of  life.  They have improved their lives, raised new hopes 
and dreams for their future, exhibit great enthusiasm and commitment towards their group activities. They 
have gained self- worth and respect from their family members and community. It is evident from the smiles of 
their faces!

08



News bits from Child Rights Clubs (CRCs)Holy	 Rosary	 School,	 Purul,	 Manipur:	 CRC	organizes	 Awareness	 Programme	 on	'Media	and	Ethics'The	Child	Rights	Club	of	Holy	Rosary	School	Purul	 organized	 yet	 another	 awareness	thprogramme	on	'Media	and	Ethics'	on	13 	of	April	2014	for	the	students	of	the	school.	Fr.	Jiji	 Konthananickal	MSFS,	 a	Media	Expert	and	 the	 former	 Director	 of	 Fransalian	Communications,	 Guwahati,	 was	 the	Resource	Person	for	the	programme.	Fr.	Jiji,	with	PowerPoint	presentations	and	video	clips,	 enlightened	 the	 group	 about	 the	advantages	and	responsible	use	of	Media,	 especially	by	the	children	and	youth.	There	was	also	an	interactive	session,	in	which	the	students	could	clarify	their	doubts	with	the	animator.	It	was	well	appreciated	by	the	participants	and	supported	by	the	staff	as	well	as	the	village	authorities.	(Fr.	Rijesh	Thalayinakandathil	MSFS)	

Industrial Sewing Machine Operator (ISMO) Training for School 
Dropout Women in Manikbond, AssamFAsCE	 –	 Seva	 Kendra	 Manikbond,	 in	collaboration	 with	 Don	 Bosco	 Institute,	Ramnagar,	 Silchar	 is	 conducting	 Industrial	Sewing	Machine	Operator	(ISMO)	training	for	160	school	dropout	women	(in	4	batches)	at	FAsCE	 India	 Zonal	 Office,	 Manibond.	 The	training	programme	was	 inaugurated	on	 the	rd3 	 of	 March	 2014	 by	 Rt.	 Rev.	 Stephen	Rotluanga,	 the	 Bishop	 of	 Aizawl	 Diocese,	 in	the	presence	of	Fr.	Abraham	Puthenpurackal,	the	Zonal	Director	of	FAsCE	India,	Mr.	Kunal,	Mr.	 Sarat	 and	Miss.	 Aruna,	 the	 Staffs	 of	 DBI	Silchar	as	well	as	the	trainees	and	their	guardians.	After	the	training,	placement	is	assured	for	the	interested,	in	national	firms	like	Kitex,	provided	they	work	minimum	of	two	years.

Training	 on	 food	 processing	 is	 in	 full	swing	for	the	first	batch	of	fifteen	(15)	students.	 	Sweet	buns	are	already	sold	in	the	weekly	market.	Banana	chips	are	on	the	way.	Their	ambitions	are	great.	Learning	 to	 make	 fast	 food	 is	 their	dream.	We	wish	them	all	success!! 09



FAsCE India replaces Kerosene Lamps with Solar Lanterns in Lower 
AssamFAsCE	India,	distributed	400	Solar	Lanterns	during	 t h e 	past	 three	 months	 to	 the	 families,	 who	 live	without	electricity	in	Chappar,	Krishnakali	and	Choibari	 Tea	 Estates	 of	 Dhubri	 District,	Panbari	in	Chirang	District	and	Bashbari	in	Dhubri	District	of	Assam.	It	is	a	part	of	FAsCE	India's	 initiative	 to	 light	 up	 2000	 homes	across	 Northeast	 India	 during	 2013-15	thwhich	began	on	the	24 	of	October	2013	with	the	distribution	of	175	Solar	Lanterns	as	part	thof	the	175 	Jubilee	Celebrations	of	its	Mother	Oranisation,	the	Missionaries	of	St.	Francis	de	Sales	(MSFS).	The	beneficiaries	of	this	project	are	selected	from	the	poor	families	without	electricity,	giving	preference	to	those	with	old	and	sick	people,	children	and	persons	with	disabilities.	It	is	a	branded	Solar	Lantern	with	a	charging	panel	and	facilities	to	recharge	mob ile	 phones.	 It	 was	 to	 replace	 the	 use	 of	 kerosene	 lamps	 by	 that	 of	 solar	lanterns	 in	 remote	 areas	 of	 Northeast	 India	 and	 thus	 to	 reduce	 the	health	risks	generated	by	 the	CO	and	CO2	emissions	 from	kerosene	lamps.	This	also	reduces	the	expenditure	of	the	villagers	on	lighting.	It,	thus,	 goes	 along	 with	 an	 awareness	 programme	 on	 economic,	environmental	and	health	benefits	of	using	solar	lanterns.	This	project	is	a	part	of	FAsCE	India's	efforts	to	reach	out	to	as	many	families	as	possible,	to	have	access	to	affordable,	renewable	energy.

SFS School Sateek, Mizoram: CRC promotes Right to Education	 	 	 Though	SFS	School	Sateek	is	in	its	infancy,	the	Child	Rights	Club	at	SFS	School	is	very	active	and	vibrant	with	various	activities.	The	CRC	do	have	regular	meetings	with	its	members	and	animator.	 	One	of	the	recent	initiatives	 of	 CRC	 is	 to	 have	 a	 fund	 for	supporting	the	financially	poor	students	in	and	around	Sateek	and	realize	the	dreams	of	the	children	for	education.	The	children	of	 the	school	voluntarily	contribute	some	money	 for	 this	 end,	 at	 the	 end	 of	 every	month.	 In	 one	 of	 its	 recent	 meetings	 the	 		 	 	 	 	 CRC	has	expressed	their	desire	to	visit	 the	sick	people	in	the	villages		and	render	their	help	in	whatever	way	possible.	The	CRC	also	takes	lead	to	keep	 the	 school	 campus	 clean	and	encourages	every	 student	 to	develop	 their	 talents.	 (Fr.	 Lijeesh	Mathew	MSFS)
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FAsCE	 India	 continues	 to	 extend	 its	 reach	 to	 new	 frontiers,	 providing	leadership,	innovation	and	creativity,	standing	in	solidarity	with	people	in	need	of	our	Region.	Protection	of	environment,	being	an	immediate,	relevant	need,	FAsCE	India	has	ventured	into	promoting	renewable	energy	sources	that	 has	 multiple	 effects:	 environmental	 protection,	 promotion	 of	 good	health	 and	 providing	 light	 to	 those	 who	 do	 not	 have	 electricity	 yet,	promoting	sustainable,	 free,	natural	 solar	energy.	 	We	believe	 that	every	person	in	the	community	counts.	Be	it	a	child	or	a	woman	or	an	abandoned	elderly	or	a	vulnerable	youth,	we	work	on	creating	locally	sustainable	networks	that	not	only	augur	their	holistic	development,	but	also	reinforce	knowledge	on	disturbing		social		issues		like	child	labour,	school	dropouts,	poverty,	unemployment,	etc.	In	going	back	to	the	people	who	are	in	need	of	assistance	to	fight	poverty	and	deprivation,	we	reinforce	participation	and	build	roads	for	innovation.	th thWe	are	celebrating	the	68 	Independence	Day	of	our	Nation	on	the	15 	of	August	2014.	Thousands	laid	down	their	lives,	so	that	our	country	is	breathing	this	day.	Let	us	remember	their	sacrifices	and	work	untiringly	to	achieve	the	real	freedom	that	the	world	needs,	where	everyone	will	have	their	basic	needs	met.	We,	the	fortunate,	owe	our	forefathers	to	whom	we	owe	this	day,	a	great	debt	-	to	make	the	poorest	of	 the	poor	 smile,	 the	 oppressed,	 empowered,	 and	help	 our	 fellow	human	beings	 to	 realise	 their	dreams.	Let	their	dreams,	be	our	dreams.	Let	us	strive	to	do	our	bit	with	the	courage,	devotion	and	dedication	it	deserves.	We	must	be	the	'change'	we	wish	to	see	in	the	world,	said	Mahatma	Gandhiji.	It	is	high	time	that	we	become	the	'change'	the	fast	evolving	world	around	us	wish	to	see.	I	wish	all	of	you	a	very	Happy	Independence	Day!	
Mr. Shaji FernandezDeputy	Director,	FAsCE	India

St. Joseph Community Health Centre, Manikbond, partners with 
NRHM, AssamFAsCE	India,	as	a	growing	organisation,	is	also	engaged	 in	 the	promotion	of	health	 through	var ious 	 a c t iv i t i e s 	 l i ke 	 awareness 	programmes,	 health	 camps,	 medicine	distribution,	 referral	 services,	 health	 care	through	dispensaries,	etc.	The	dispensary	at	FAsCE	 Zonal	 Office,	Manikbond	 (St.	 Joseph	Community	 Health	 Centre)	 is	 taken	 up	 by	NRHM	Assam	(National	Rural	Health	Mission,	Assam)	under	PPP	(Public	Private	Partnership)	programme.	 With	 this	 agreement,	 the	 added	facilities	are:	24	Hr.	service,	institutional	delivery,	certain	free	medicines	and	reimbursement	of	specific	expenditures	and	Govt.	has	sanctioned	Rupees	7.5	Lakhs	for	enhancement	of	infrastructural	facilities,	except	building.	The	inauguration	of	this	project	was	done	on	stthe	1 	of	February	2014	by	Mr.	Monilal	Gowala,	the	Parliamentary	Secretary,	PWD,	Govt.	of	Assam,	in	the	presence	of	Mr.	 Lalit	Mohan	 Suklabaidya,	 the	Member	of	 Parliament,	Karimganj,	 Fr.	Abraham	Puthenpurackal	MSFS,	the	Zonal	Director	of	FAsCE	India,	Manikbond	and	a	large	number	of	people	and	Local	Dignitaries.	The	programme	came	to	an	end	with	the	vote	of	thanks	proposed	by	Dr.	Alice	Joseph.	

11

From the Deputy Director's DeskFrom the Deputy Director's Desk



Coordinator, FAsCE India, Gogamukh
Born: 12.09.1964 
Called to Eternal Life: 30.05.2014

May his Soul rest in peace!
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Join Hands with FAsCE India to educate a Child!

Director, FAsCE India, MSFS Provincialate, Satgaon – Narengi, 
Udayan Vihar P.O. , Guwahati-781 171, Assam, India, 

Tel. 0361 2647867; Email: directorfasceindia@hotmail.com

Do you believe that the children are the best Gifts 
from God and they are the future of a country?

Then, be a part of FEAF (FAsCE Education 
Assistance Fund) to educate a less privileged child 
and change the life of the child and the future of the 
country!

You can sponsor a child by donating `.6000/- yearly 
or you can donate any amount of your choice and be 
part of a movement that can bring smiles to many 
children!

If you are interested, please contact us: 

R

I

P
Mr. Laurence BasumataryMr. Laurence Basumatary



FAsCE India
MSFS Provincialate

Satgaon � Narengi, Udayan Vihar P.O.
Guwahati � 781 171, Assam, India

Tel.: 0361-2647867
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Around 200 people turned out and benefited of the free medical camp organised 
by FAsCE India at SFS School, Narengi on Oct 12, 2014. It was conducted in 
collaboration with 132 Station Health Organisation, Narengi Cantt and Govt of 
Assam Health Services, Kamrup (Metro).
Aimed at a total of 260 families living in four slums around Narengi, Guwahati, 
the camp was piloted mainly to curb various contagious illnesses at the wake of 

the recent flood. Many 
of the people in the 
area were affected 
b y  m a l a r i a ,  
jaundice, typhoid, 
etc. Children were 
v a c c i n a t e d  f o r  
typhoid.
“Sensing the pulse 
of the time and need 
o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
around, we have 
organised this camp 

to be at your service 
in the best manner possible. It is our wish that you gain maximum benefit out of 
this,” said Fr (Dr) Emmanuel Mappilaparambil, the director, FAsCE India, 
addressing the people and introducing the event.  
The camp that ran through 
the day witnessed a 
heavy inflow of 
p e o p l e  f r o m  
surrounding areas 
o n l y  t o  b e  
c o n t r o l l e d  b y  
s t o p p i n g  
registration half 
way through. The 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  
i n t e n d s  t o  
organise another 
camp in the near 
future to serve 
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those who couldn't be accommodated this time.
Inaugurating the event, Mr Paresh Kalita, the 
Municipal councillor of the area, said, “It is a 
noble venture from the part of an NGO like 
FAsCE India to come forward and help the slum 
dwellers when they suffer from various 
illnesses especially after being affected by 
flood.”
There were two doctors and six nurses, apart 
from five volunteers of Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences (TISS), Guwahati and 20 members 
from FAsCE India's Self Help Groups (SHGs) 
around the area to assist in the event.
Rev Fr  Agnelo Fernandez, general councillor of 
Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales (MSFS) and 
the 
chief guest of the day, applauded the efforts of FAsCE India in alleviating the sufferings of people around. 
“Social intervention among the people of our neighbourhood is the need of the hour and FAsCE India reveals 
itself as a beacon of hope for the people around and a model for other agencies to imbibe the spirit from by 
venturing into activities such as these,” he said.   
Reflecting on the turn-out during the day, Dr Burhan Uddin Choudhury, one of the doctors at the camp, said: 
“Although we were kept busy through the day, many people in dire need have benefitted of the camp. It was a 
revealing experience as to the various illnesses that ordinary people suffer from.”
The camp was yet another health promotional initiative by FAsCE India in reaching out to the people in time 
of need.

Providing DPOs a voice of their own…

The Disabled People's Organisations (DPOs) that are under the aegis of FAsCE India Zonal Office Basar, 
Arunachal Pradesh, elected their new office-bearers in their General Body Meeting held on Sept 29, 2014 at 
SFS School Auditorium, Basar. A total of 220 Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) participated in it. The 
following are the new office-bearers:

 1 Marjum Bam President

 2 Pemmik Basar Asst President

 3 Karto Riba Secretary

 4 Karbom Riba Asst Secretary

 5 Kenyum Doke Treasurer

 6 Mimo Riba Asst Treasurer

The meeting, also aimed at strengthening the DPOs, provided the required thrust in creating awareness 
among the members concerning their rights and the urgent need to obtain disability certificate for everyone.
Introducing the agenda and welcoming the participants, Mr. Tummar Riba, the FAsCE India CBR 
Coordinator stressed the need to intensify the acts of the Organisation in achieving the rights of PwDs.
Speaking on the occasion, Fr Thomas Paul MSFS, the Zonal Director of FAsCE India CBR program, 
highlighted the importance of gaining momentum as an Organisation in realising the rights of PwDs. “We 
need to function as a single unit and pressurise the concerned government offices to issue disability 
certificates and thus realise our rights. This is an urgent need of the hour,” he said.
Mr. Marjum Bam, the newly chosen President, while taking the oath of his office, assured the assembly of his 
whole-hearted commitment in realising the dreams of the Organisation. 



The District DPO Secretary, Mr Tujo Bam, present on the occasion, expressed his willingness to associate 
with FAsCE India in close quarters.
The meeting also discussed about observing the World Disability Day in a meaningful manner and 
participating more actively in the livelihood programs of FAsCE India. 
The challenge that FAsCE India embarked upon, in mainstreaming PwDs in the 25 villages of Basar is taking 
greater strides and bearing fruits as time pass by.
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Equipping the PwDs with skills

FAsCE India organised a ten-day intensive workshop for the members of 
Disabled People's Organisations (DPOs), Basar, on Income Gererating 
Activities from Sept 1-10, 2014. The training was held at SFS School 
campus, Basar, Arunachal Pradesh. 
There were a total of 70 participants (both men and women) to learn the 
trade that would fetch them some income enabling them to stand on their 
own legs. 
Fr Bernard Sangma, msfs, an expert in the aforementioned skills, trained 
the participants to acquire the know-how of making rosaries, candles 
and flowers. 
The ladies were also trained in weaving 'gale', traditional attire, by 
FAsCE India's CBR staff. 
FAsCE India helps the trained persons in procuring the raw materials and 
marketing the products. 
The DPO is planning to organise a promotional fair of their products in 
the near future during a festival or celebration in some public places of 
Basar. 
It was an eye-opener for the participants that there are alternative ways as these to make a living. They were 
filled with enthusiasm to stand apart in a society that is always tuned to the ordinary and common.



CBR project assessment 

FAsCE India team from the head office, Guwahati, comprising of the director, deputy director, associate 
director and the accountant made a monitoring visit to the Disabled People's Organisations (DPOs), Basar, 
from Sept 17-19, 2014, to assess their performance and progress. 
The monitoring began with the assessment of the functioning of CBR zonal office in SFS School campus, in 
which the coordinator along with the staff briefed the team regarding updated office data and their works. 
The team along with CBR staff made field trips to DPOs in three of the villages on the following day and 
assessed their performance and accomplishments. 
It was heartening to notice the way DPOs have taken shape in the villages of Basar and the manifold works 
they have achieved in the form of bringing together People with Disabilities (PwDs), creating awareness 
among them regarding their rights, attaining disability certificates for them, etc.
The team appreciated the staff and DPOs for the steady progress accomplished and instructed them regarding 
the way to proceed in achieving further progress.

Monitoring of SHGs in Upper Assam

The FAsCE India monitoring team, comprising of the director, deputy director and the accountant, made an 
assessment trip to its SHGs in Upper Assam, Gogamukh and Jonai namely, on Sept 16 and 19, 2014, 
respectively. 
The team evaluated the status and functioning of the SHGs and federations in both the places and was 
contented with the way they function and perform.
The members of the groups were happy to receive the team and share their success stories. They also 
expressed their future expectations and dreams to be assisted in accomplishing further growth.
FAsCE India, with the help of local co-ordinators, intends to help those SHGs in making greater progress. 
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Monitoring visit to Lower Assam

The project monitoring team from FAsCE India head office, comprising of the director, deputy director and 
the accountant, visited the centres in lower Assam from Aug 25-28, 2014. The objective of the visit was a 
thorough evaluation of the activities being carried out in the field where the projects are implemented. 
Social involvement of children 
An interaction with the staff and the members of children's parliament, and the field visit enabled the 
monitoring team to assess their mode of functioning and success. That the children have been able to present 
memorandums to the village panchayat member and the tea garden officials highlighting the needs of their 
neighbourhoods and requesting their intervention reveal the greater strides they have begun to tread. It is also 
a matter of delight that regular meetings of children's parliament are held and children are getting themselves 
involved in social issues.

Planning visit to Dhemaji

The FAsCE India planning team of projects visited Dhemaji, the district headquarter of Gogamukh and Jonai 
where its SHGs are already functioning, with the plan of starting some social work that would benefit the 
people of the villages there.
The team met the local leaders from three different villages away from the town, who had gathered at SFS 
School, Dhemaji.
A two-hour long interaction with them provided a picture into the reality and enabled the team to have an 
understanding of their living conditions, struggles and requirements.
FAsCE India intends to initiate some start-ups in those villages to set the wheels of progress in motion there.
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Cutting across barriers through ICDP

The visit of FAsCE India team to Choirakula, Kokhrajar, a 
village affected by the Bodo-Muslim conflict in 2013 was 
quite enriching and rewarding. As part of Integrated 
Community Development Program (ICDP) project, five 
SHGs, peace club and peace committee were initiated in 
this area. The team had a meeting with the SHG, peace club 
and peace committee members at the village government 
school premises. 
The interaction with the women, men and children, 
gathered along with the staff, poured in stories of success. 
Some of the women leaders shared the benefits they enjoy 
as a fruit of the SHGs. The Peace Committee members and 
women sang a welcome song using the musical instruments 
given to them by FAsCE India. 
Mrs Jamiron Beevi, member of Brahmapurta SHG 
expressed her satisfaction over the activities of FAsCE India and stated that now there is more unity among 
different sections of people. People care for each other and  are willing to share what they have with others. 
There is more awareness on education and as a result dropout rate has decreased. The local school headmaster 
testified to this.



Instilling confidence among women and children

EMPOWERING: Fr Peter Parankimalil writes about how FAsCE 
India's intervention through Self Help Groups and Children's 
Parliament has endowed women and children to stand tall in the society.

FAsCE India's intervention through Self Help Groups (SHGs) and Children's 
Parliament has brought about visible changes and brighter smiles on the faces 
of many a children and women in Jonai, Assam. Although viewed with 
suspicion initially, due to the discouraging attempts of various organisations 
in forming and sustaining SHGs, people have come to confide in FAsCE 
India of late.  It is only thanks to the committed and relentless efforts of its 
staff members, who left no leaves unturned to accomplish all the tasks they 
laid their hands on.    
FAsCE India began its work in the tribal belt of Jonai in April 2012. The SHGs and the Children's Parliament 
have provided much respite to the people by equipping them with awareness on various matters concerning 
their life and instilling confidence in them. Through quality service and persistent efforts, FAsCE India has 
heralded miles of smiles and stints of confidence among the tribal women of Jonai, who were poor, 
demoralized and had to face a lot of domestic problems. 
In Jonai, FAsCE India opened 49 SHGs that were coordinated and animated by trained persons giving them 
orientation and leadership. All these groups registered themselves under the Block office and opened bank 
accounts, saving certain amount from their meagre income every week. Some groups have applied for bank 
loans, govt schemes etc to sustain farming, livelihood programs and children's education. FAsCE India 
assisted the members to obtain ration cards, election identity cards, tribal certificates, birth certificates etc. 
The organisation has come a long way in providing an identity to the tribal women in the area to stand tall in 
the society, giving them awareness about their rights, empowering them in raising voice against domestic 
violence, and  creating an awareness among them about the various govt schemes.
Income Generating Programs (IGP) like kitchen garden, poultry, piggery, mushroom cultivation, fishery, etc. 
brought income and at the same time taught them to work in groups. Women, who started sending their kids to 
school at the insistence of FAsCE India, now also set apart a portion of their income for the education of their 
children. The SDO and the block officer acknowledged our work in the tribal area of Jonai sub-division for 
the poor people during a function, celebrating the local festival Ali-Ai-Ligang, in February 2013 at the block. 
A report in the Assamese newspaper Pratidin in 2013 spoke about the commendable work undertaken by 
FAsCE India to uplift women in the sub division. Three SHG women were elected as president and members 
in the recently held Panchayat elections and FAsCE India feel proud of them as it instilled confidence and 
leadership qualities in those women. 
Children's parliament was a first attempt by any organisation in the sub division to work for the welfare of 
children and involve them in social, political and educational spheres of life. Children's parliament was 
formed in three villages of Jonai subdivision. There are 16 groups consisting of 20 and above members. The 
training of staff members, formation of Children's parliament, awareness programmes etc have helped the 
children to get first-hand information and understand the concept of children's parliament. It definitely brings 
in motivation, confidence and interest in the tribal children to know about the social issues and stand for their 
rights. It has helped in bringing children back to school and controlling school drop outs. 
Kudos to FAsCE India for the unstinted efforts in improving the social conditions of tribal women and 
children in Dhemaji district. 

(The writer was the FAsCE India zonal director for Jonai sub-division from April 2012 to July 2014. He is the 
principal of Don Bosco School, Silapathar at present.)
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Guest Column



Skill training in DTP and Printing 

FAsCE India is committed to its mission of making the rural school dropout youth employable with its skill 
development programme at SFS Technical School, Imphal, Manipur. It has a capacity to train 8 -10 youth in 
DTP and printing. With the recent facelift of the house, the adding of the new toilet block for the trainees and 

ththe procurement of a bigger Offset Printing Machine, the school is set to celebrate its Silver Jubilee on the 19  
of October 2014 in a fitting manner.

Case study

I, Catherina Sangma, the secretary of Rajakhana Gyanjyoti 
SHG, am grateful to FAsCE India for guiding and directing 
the poor and illiterate women of Jonai sub division by 
forming 49 SHGs and three Federations. When I was 
elected as the secretary of my group I declined initially 
because I did not know how to write. But I had to accept the 
responsibility on the insistence of the group. I worked hard 
for almost six months to learn writing reports and 
proceedings. 

Gyanjyoti SHG expresses sincere thanks to FAsCE India 
for providing awareness about our rights and privileges. 
Our group has a bank balance of Rs. 74,000/- now and it 
was possible only due to FAsCE India that it insisted we 
work hard and deposit a portion of our earnings in the bank. We had taken a loan of  ̀ 50,000/- from the bank 
for paddy cultivation and earned `72,000/- from that. FAsCE India helped us initially with a loan of  
`10,000/- and we used it for kitchen garden, which was beneficial for the entire group. Timely guidance and 
help provided by FAsCE India and the local administration, especially the co-ordinator and animators, has 
helped us to work together and move in the right direction to reach this stage. 

Catherina Sangma
Rajakhana, Jonai
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Community development through women empowerment…

Taking into consideration the multiple roles played by the women in the society and how important it is to 
empower women for an integrated development of the communities, FAsCE India has initiated many 
interventions though the formation and strengthening of SHGs and introduction of many livelihood as well as 
Income Generating Programmes (IGPs) for them. Accordingly FAsCE India has started two more projects, 
extending its interventions in the states of Manipur and Meghalaya. 
Formation of SHGs in Somanpara: FAsCE India has initiated a pilot project of formation of SHGs and 
promotion of livelihood in 10 villages of Somanpara, Garo Hills, Meghalaya. In order to capacitate the newly 
elected SHG Leaders, a project orientation cum training was organized on July 4 – 5, 2014 at FAsCE Office, 
Somanpara. Miss Kapila Marak (Popi), the training coordinator of Mahila Shakti Kendra (MASK) Balipara, 
Assam, was the main resource person. The main objective of the programme was to build the capacities of the 
new staff and leaders in promoting and managing SHGs as well as to sensitize on the issues that are very 
relevant in the target areas of the project.

ICDP in Thingbakhunou: After having trained the staff, FAsCE India has started an Integrated Community 
Development Programme (ICDP) through formation of SHGs in Thigbakhunou and its surrounding three 
villages in Senapati district, Manipur. Thus, women members are helped to work together on socio-economic 
issues and perceive SHGs as their social institution. Various awareness programmes on health, legal aid and 
rights of women are being given. Trainings on alternative livelihood programmes such as livestock 
management, kitchen garden and organic farming practices are in the pipeline.



FAsCE India – the face of Northeast

When the footstool stands disfigured and 
The crown of creation unrecognised
For both of their potential unrealised
Betrayal of trust is the taste to the buds.

Yet, defeat and compromise do not form
Part of the Omnipotent's language 
For He stretches forward in unique ways
The wonder of creation.

FAsCE – the face of Northeast India is
But such a distinctive and unparalleled marvel
Reviving the lost beauty of the mother
And restoring devalued image and likeness

International Youth Day celebrated

FAsCE India joined hands with the rest of the world in 
celebrating the International Youth Day on Aug 12 at its 
head office in Guwahati. It was oriented towards making the 
youth of the area aware of their worth and potential, and 
instil in them confidence to move forward courageously in 
accomplishing their rights.
A total of 50 youth from 20 different Self Help Groups in and 
around Narengi participated in the program. The resource 
person of the day Fr. John Barman, MSFS, the Fransalian 
youth director, well enunciated the theme, “Youth and mental 
health,” through various games and group activities. In and 
through apt anecdotes and video clips, he explained to them 
how important the slogan of the day is, “Mental health 
matters,” in their lives.   

The day's program began with lighting of the lamp by Mr. 
Shaji Fernandez, the deputy director, FAsCE India, and some 
of the youth leaders. Fr. Sebastian Needukunnel unveiled the 
theme of the day.
Aimed at promoting youth-talent and enhancing their 
potential, prizes were awarded to the winners of various 
games and group activities. 
As the evaluation revealed, the program as a whole 
enthralled all the participants with a variety of activities that 
instilled a lot of learning in them. It was an awakening call 
for them to realise their potential through awareness and 
performance. 

“The day had a lot of surprises for us. Aimed at informing, 
educating and entertaining us, the program instilled confidence, created 

awareness and enabled us to realise our worth. We look forward to more of these kinds of 
learning programs,” said a participant.
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Promoting human rights and self-worth
Lifting the drooping spirit of the lost, last and least 
Enhancing the wavering energies of the youth, and
Empowering women to stand tall

Reviving the sinking face of the earth
And bringing smiles across varied faces
May you march forward – FasCE India
Rooted in justice, equality and peace.

Sr. Jeyanthi  Swamy,  SCSC
Thingba Khullen
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Soar high FAsCE India…

Development of any nation depends on the overall growth of its people. It is a 
known fact and proven truth that India is on a fast-track development. If India 
has to grow she has to go down to the poor and the downtrodden in the villages, 
helping them to build up their lives socially and economically. It is a matter of 
fulfillment that FAsCE India is riveted on achieving this goal through its various 
social interventions. I am so glad to see the way FAsCE India has fared in these 
last few years in carrying out its social task under the able leadership of 
Fr (Dr) Emmanuel Mappilaparambil, the Executive Director and its staff. From 
inception FAsCE India has not once turned back from its social commitment to 
the People of North-east India. 

FAsCE India was born as a result of the great social thrust initiated by the 
Missionaries of St Francis de Sales (MSFS) of North-east India province, 
recognizing its commitment to build lives with a special focus on people who are less privileged. For the last few 
years, it has committed to several social initiatives benefiting to thousands of people. I place on record some of 
those social enterprises which FAsCE India successfully implemented during the last few years; promotion of 
child rights, community development programs through Self Help Groups with special focus on empowering 
women, skill development for underprivileged, community based rehabilitation of the disabled people, initiatives 
in income generating aimed at providing better livelihood to families and individuals, non-formal and vocational 
skill development of youth at risk, peace intervention cells for the victims of ethnic riots, etc.  Words of 
appreciation would not suffice the commendable works FAsCE India has accomplished and continue to 
undertake. Congratulations to all those who form part of the organisation.

All the achievements of FAsCE India would not have been possible without the help, support and collaboration of 
various funding agencies. Credit also goes to innumerable persons who helped to achieve the goals set by FAsCE 
India. With the committed service of the staff in collaboration with various agencies and different persons, FAsCE 
India will soar high in its service to the people of North-east India in the coming years.

Fr Reji K Mani, MSFS
Provincial Councillor for Social Apostolate and Innovative Ministry

Office updates

1. Constitutive meeting for Northeast Disability Network: Fr Emmanuel Mappilaparambil, the 
director, Mr Shaji Fernadez, the deputy director and Fr Vintu Augustine, the associate director of FAsCE 
India, participated in the regional level constitutive meeting for Disability Network for Northeast India 
organised by Shishu Sarothi on Aug 23, 2014. The network envisages to bring together NGOs, DPOs, 
parent bodies, etc under one umbrella to raise disability issues in a collective voice. FAsCE India forms 
part of the core-group members of the network and is identified as the Special Point of Contact (SPOC) 
for Arunachal Pradesh. 

2. Mr Tumar Riba, FAsCE India's CBR coordinator attended the training for coordinators organised by 
National Institute for Empowerment of Persons with Multiple Disabilities (NIEPMD), Chennai from 
Sept 8-13, 2014. The workshop enabled him to upgrade his knowledge of working for children with 
Visual Impairment and Multiple Disabilities (VIMD) and provided information on various schemes and 
policies concerning them.



Printed at : Luit Offset, MRD Road, Bamunimaidam, Ghy-21

Rev Fr (Dr) Abraham Vettuvelil, the 
superior general of the Missionaries of 
St Francis de Sales (MSFS), visited 
FAsCE India's head office at Guwahati 
and had a short interaction with the staff 
on Oct 22, 2014. It was encouraging and 
enriching for the staff to dialogue with 
him and share their stories of 
accomplishments. Reassuring his 
continued support, he appreciated the 
staff for the manifold achievements that 
the organisation has made so far and 
exhorted them to leave no stones 
unturned in reaching out to the poor and 
needy. 

Hearty Welcome to Fr Vintu Augustine, MSFS, 
as associate director of FAsCE India. He has 
completed post-graduation in print journalism 
from the Indian Institute of Journalism and New 
Media, Bangalore and comes with the 
experience of having worked with Deccan Herald, a 
national daily, for a year and three months. 

FA s C E  I n d i a  w e l c o m e s  
wholeheartedly Fabian Franz and 
Clara Maria, volunteers from 
ASA-program, Germany. They 
are placed at Holy Rosary 
School, Purul, Manipur as 
teachers. Their presence in Purul 
emerges out of FAsCE India's 
partnership with Mandelzweig-
Projekthilfe in Northeast India. 
We wish Fabian and Clara best 
wishes in their project and a 
wonderful time in India.  

Superior General's Visit
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SOOTHING PRESENCE: Fr Abraham Vettuvelil, MSFS, 
the superior general, with the staff members of FAsCE India


























