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Fransalian Agency for Social Care and Education in India 
(FAsCE India), the social action initiative of the Missionaries 
of St. Francis De Sales of Northeast India Province, has over 
the years totally committed to serving the poor and the 
marginalized in various ways. 

Today, its networking capacity has increased; and with the assistance of many more 
collaborators and partners, FAsCE  India continues to touch the lives of numerous people by 
bringing hope, solace, and joy to children, youth, women and the marginalized sections of the 
society through Promotion of Child and Human Rights, Vocational Skill Development of 
School Dropout Youth, Empowerment of  Women  through Self Help Groups, Values 
Education, Community Based Rehabilitation of the Persons with Disabilities, Promotion of 
Family, Community and Personal Health etc. 

I consider it as my rare but great privilege to assume the office of the Executive Director of 
FAsCE India to commit myself in sharing to 'promote progress'. I thank Rev. Fr. George 
Panthanmackel, the Provincial Superior of the MSFS in Northeast India, and his 
administration for entrusting me this responsibility by placing their trust and confidence in me. 

I am also indebted to Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Mappilaparambil, the former Director of FAsCE 
India and the new Regional Superior of  Dibrugarh Region of the MSFS, for his commendable 
contributions to FAsCE India and the people of Northeast India in his capacity as the 
Executive Director. In his tenure as the Executive Director (July 2011 to February 2016), he 
has given a well-organized and structured face to FAsCE India and has taken it to greater 
heights with his unassuming personality, able leadership, hard work, dedication and 
commitment. As I thank Fr. Emmanuel for all his services, may I take this opportunity to wish 
him all the best and God's abundant blessings as he assumes his office as the Regional Superior 
of  Dibrugarh Region of the MSFS.

I thank all our benefactors, well wishers, friends and stakeholders for their support, 
encouragement and prayers and FAsCE India look forward to their continued collaboration 
and cooperation.

May I  humbly request all of you to support me and FAsCE India with your valuable prayers. 
Let us join our  hands together and 'promote progress' and make the world a better place to live. 
May the Risen Christ continue to fill us with his lasting peace, joy and happiness and 
accompany us with his Spirit of joy and service in our humble efforts to serve the poor, the 
needy and the marginalized.  May God Bless and Reward You! 

Fr. Saji  George Puthiyakulangara MSFS 

Executive Director, FAsCE India
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FAsCE India Celebrates International Women's Day

International Women's Day is celebrated on 8th 
March all over the world. It has marked the 
plight and achievements of women for more 
than a century - but is now looking ahead to the 
world's gender equality goals. In order to 
appreciate and acknowledge the contributions 
of women in the society and above all to 
felicitate SHG women, FAsCE India along 
with its Self Help Groups celebrated the 
International Women's Day on March 6, 2016 
at the premises of SFS Higher Secondary 
School, Satgaon, Narengi. The celebration was 
anticipated to ensure and facilitate good 
participation of all the SHG members keeping 
in mind their convenience and availability as 

the purpose was to celebrate womanhood, their indispensable contributions to the society and their achievements. 
250 women participants of 24 SHGs from Patharquarry, Hatishila, Geetamandir and Amsing Jorabat areas of 
Guwahati came together to participate in the event. 

The felicitation programme began at 11.00 am at the SFS Higher Secondary School Auditorium. The members of 
Rashmi SHG led the opening prayer song which was followed by the introduction and  the felicitation ceremony 
of the Chief Guest, Guests of Honour and esteemed guests by Miss Chaya Kalita, Women's Coordinator of FAsCE 
India. Mrs. Jahnabi Goswami, President of  Assam Network of  Positive People, an eminent HIV /AIDS activist 
and defender of women's rights, graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. 

In his words of welcome Fr. Saji George, the new Director of FAsCE India expressed his joy to welcome the 
esteemed guests and all the participants. He spoke on the significance of the day which had brought the gathering 
together for the celebration, and appreciated the contributions of women at home and in the socio-cultural-
economic spheres of lives. In his speech, the Director also highlighted women's rights and the need for their 
empowerment. 

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Guest, Mrs. Jahnabi Goswami, shared about her life and the challenges she 
had faced as an HIV positive person. She urged the women of FAsCE India Self Help Groups to stand up for their 
rights and to be the catalyst of positive change in the society. The members were touched by her inspiring life-
experience and her optimistic outlook in and zeal towards life.  

On this occasion, the trophies for the best SHGs were presented. Deepika and Mohini Self Help Groups are the 
award winners of  the year 2016. They received their trophies from the Chief  Guest. 

The hour-long felicitation programme was marked by scintillating performances comprising of traditional 
Goalporiya, Tiva Bihu, Jeng Bihu, Nepali, Wangala and modern Hindi dances by the members of the various 
SHGs. A thought provoking and inspiring skit on domestic violence was presented by the members of Mohini and 
Jonaki groups. At the end of the felicitation programme, Mrs. Regina Sereng, the Chief Programme Coordinator, 
proposed the vote of  thanks. The formal function was followed by a round of Kabaddi game at SFS School 
ground. Six teams participated in the concluding event of the day. It was very thrilling and entertaining as the 
teams competed with each other with all their energy and technique of the game. The match referee also made a 
commendable contribution to the smooth running of the games. Mohini SHG was adjudged the winner. Fr. Saji 
George awarded prizes to the winning team members. 
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Training Programme on Entrepreneurship Skills at Gogamukh 

The cluster level federations of Gogamukh, 
Jonai and Telam in Dhemaji District of Assam 
have been progressing in a steady pace since 
the formation of 157 Self Help Groups (SHGs) 
in 2013. At present the SHGs at the cluster level 
federations have been followed up with 
strengthened programmes for sustainability 
thereby ensuring empowerment and holistic 
development through entrepreneurship and 
skill development activities. The training for 
income generating programme is given to the 
members of the federations which is then 
followed by grading and assessment under the 
criteria of FAsCE India. During this year four 
SHGs were selected and received Income 
Generation Programme (IGP) support for improving their livelihood. Hence, Entrepreneurship programme was 
conducted for Legasung and Gogamukh federations on  January 2, 2016 at Gogamukh. Mr. Michael Tanti, MSW 
Project Coordinator of Peoples Action for Development (PAD), was the resource person for the day. Mr. Tanti 
explained about the importance and relevance of seasonal business. The resource person also highlighted different 
aspects of entrepreneurship in his exposition. 

Legal Awareness Programme on Women's Right at Bahalpur 

Legal awareness among women for their rights is a concern today. In India women are placed high during the 
various socio-cultural and religious practices since early era. Nevertheless, the birth of a girl child is not 
everywhere and always gladly welcomed. Today girls and women are making their mark in every walk of life, 
equally partaking with their male counterparts in this fast changing and developing socio-economic and political 
scenario of our country. However, according to the traditional customs and social practices, greater value is mostly 
placed on the sons than on the daughters, who are often viewed as economic liabilities for the family. Girls and 

women too are precious human beings with 
enormous potentialities. But we come across in 
our society many instances where women are 
the last to have their basic needs fulfilled and 
the first one to have their basic rights denied.

In order to provide awareness to the women 
about their rights and entitlements on the basis 
of gender equality, a legal awareness camp was 
held on February 14, 2016 in Chappar Pacca 
Line. The major objective of the program was 
to enable women and girls to know their legal 
rights and to help them understand the 
procedure and method of access to the legal 
systems.



Mrs. Mridula Borah LLB, a lawyer of Bongaigaon District Court, was the resource person. The SHG members 
were enlightened about their rights, entitlements and related topics with suitable examples and through interactive 
sessions. After the programme the participants expressed that they are now aware of the different regulatory Acts 
like the Dowry Act, Domestic Violence Act, Labor Act, Minimum Wage Act, and Child Marriage Act and that they 
now feel more confident and better equipped to stand against the atrocities against them and safeguard their rights.

Awareness on De-addiction and Ill-Effect of Alcoholism at Telam 

Alcoholism is one of the major social evils in our 
society and more so in the rural communities. The 
menace of alcohol abusers has grown over the last few 
years. In keeping with the sustainable and holistic 
development perspective, a training program on de-
addiction and ill-effects of alcohol was conducted on 
March 6, 2016 for Telam Federation and Dekapam 
Federation in Telam centre. Dr. Ramanando Regan, 
Medical Officer of Simenchapori, Primary Health 
Centre was the resource person for the awareness 
programme. The programme aimed at sensitizing and 
empowering individuals to live an addiction free life. 
The resource person focused mainly on creating 

awareness on addictions and their long term ill-effects on their health, family and society at large. 

Workshop on New Avenues of Income Generation at Dhemaji 

A one-day training on mushroom cultivation and candle making 
was organized by FAsCE India at SFS School, Dhemaji on March 
12, 2016. It witnessed by a massive participation; eighty women 
from 10 Self Help Groups from two villages of Dhemaji attended 
the workshop.  In his introduction and welcome speech Fr. Vintu 
Augustine, Zonal Director of FAsCE India, Upper Assam, urged 

t h e  w o m e n  t o  
actively participate 
and benefit  the 
maximum out of the 
workshop. 

Sr. Margaret MPV, Community Mobilizer and Miss Chaya Kalita, 
Women Coordinator of FAsCE India conducted the workshop with 
animated sessions through PowerPoint presentations, video 
clippings and hands-on trainings on mushroom cultivation and 
candle making. The sessions highlighted on innovative ways of 
improving income and standard of living. At the end of the 

workshop the participants expressed, "the workshop and the experience of learning innovative skills was 
marvelous and it is going to be immensely beneficial for our better living".
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Beneficiaries of Revolving Fund under Mukhya Mantri Yojana

The FAsCE SHGs from Panikhaiti and Amsing Jorabat areas received an amount of ` 5000/- each from the 
Chandrapur Development Block under the scheme Mukhya Mantri Yojana. The beneficiary SHGs were Asha, 
Jyoti, Deepika, Rupali, Shristy and Ekta Atma. 

The FAsCE India SHGs have successfully registered their respective groups in the National Rural Livelihoods 
Mission (NRLM) office with constant support and guidance from Miss Chaya Kalita, Women Coordiantor and 
Sr. Margaret MPV, Community Mobilizer.

Uniform T-Shirt for the FAsCE Supplementary Education Centre at Narengi 

It was a moment of joy and pride for the children of FAsCE Supplementary Education Centre, Narengi to get their 
first uniform T-Shirts on February 26, 2016. The children received their uniform T-shirt from Fr. Emmanuel 
Mappilaparambil, Director of FAsCE India and Rev. Fr. George Poovathunkal, Principal of SFS Higher 
Secondary School, Narengi. The teachers and the staff of FAsCE India, along with the 120 enrolled children of the 
Supplementary Education Centre were present at this unique moment.

Free Medical Camp for FAsCE Supplementary Education Centre

A free medical camp was organized for the children of 
FAsCE Supplementary Education Centre on February 
27, 2016 in collaboration with the Institution of Child 
Health and Mother Welfare (ICHMW), Guwahati. 

Around 120 children, accompanied by their parents and 
guardians, were present for the medical camp. A short but 
sweet inaugural function, which was begun with a prayer 
followed by welcome speech by the Associate Director, 
Fr. Clean Arengh and colorful dances performed by the 
children of FAsCE Supplementary Education Centre 
were also part of the camp.

The Medical team consisting of three doctors from 
ICHMW, Guwahati, was ably supported by the staff of 
FAsCE India, FAsCE Supplementary Education Centre, 
and SFS Hr. Sec. School. Dr Garima Saikia, the Child 
Specialist and Vice President of Indian Academy of 
Pediatrics, Eastern Zone, the main speaker during the 
camp, was highly appreciative of the noble ventures of 
FAsCE India,  especially their intervention into the social 
situation of the poor and their great contribution for the 
health welfare of the children coming from economically 
challenged backgrounds.
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Children's Day Out to the Regional Science Centre

A day-out to the Regional Science Centre, 
Guwahati was organized for the children of 
FAsCE Supplementary Education Centre on 
28th March 2016. The group of 99 children was 
accompanied by 6 volunteers and staff 
members along with the encouraging presence 
of Fr. Saji George and Fr. Clean Arengh, the 
Director and the Associate Director of FAsCE 
India respectively. At 10:30 a.m. the group 
arrived at the centre.  The children were thrilled 
to experience the world of science with variety 
of objects at display for information and 
amusements. A sumptuous lunch was served 
for the group at the cafeteria in the centre which 
was followed by an exciting 3D show on 
existence of life on earth; which became the spotlight of the day. It was indeed a day of enrichment and enjoyment. 
FAsCE India is indebted to Rev. Fr. George Thomas, Principal of SFS Hr. Sec. School for making all the 
arrangements for the outing. 

Project Orientation and Staff Training

FAsCE India is initiating yet another project: 'Integrated 
Sustainable Community Development (ISCD) through 
Formation and Strengthening of SHGs for Improved 
Livelihood at Somanpara in West Garo Hills'. In order to 
capacitate the newly recruited SHG staff and leaders, a 
Project Orientation cum Staff Training was organized 
from 10th to 12th February, 2016 at FAsCE India Head 
Office, Guwahati. Miss Kapila Marak (Popi), the 
Training Coordinator of Mahila Shakti Kendra (MASK) 
Balipara, was the resource person. The main objective of 
the program was to build the capacities of the new staff in 
promoting and managing SHGs.

During the inaugural session, Fr. Clean Arengh, 
the Associate Director of FAsCE India, 
welcomed all the participants and introduced 
briefly the project as well as the background of 
the training program. Miss Kapila Marak dealt 
with a variety of topics like Social Analysis, 
Concept of SHG, Bylaws of SHG, Record 
Keeping and Books of Accounts, Leadership 
Qualities, etc. with the help of games, video clips 
and group discussions. 
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Awareness Programme on Inclusion of PwDs at Basar 

An awareness programme to raise social inclusion of Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) was organized by the 
FAsCE India CBR staff at Basar, Arunachal Pradesh, for the people of Pagi I and Pagi II villages. The programme 
was held on February 14, 2016 with an aim of sensitizing the village heads and the people of the villages on issues 
and rights of PwDs. The focus of the event was to make the people aware and responsible towards the PwDs of 
their communities by accepting them as members of their own community, by showing love and concern towards 
them and by supporting the families with PwDs. During the discourse the emphasis was laid upon creating a 
cordial environment for the PwDs to live a better life by assisting them to achieve their dream, by encouraging the 
CwDs to continue with their studies and the PwDs to live a happy life by supporting them in their economic 
endeavors through skill and vocation trainings. The programme ended with a pledge: "Let us help them to achieve 
their goals".

FAsCE Community Facilitation Centre

The foundation for FAsCE India Community 
Facilitation Centre was blessed on March 19, 
2016 by Rev. Fr. George Panthanmackel, the 
Provincial Superior of Northeast India and the 
President of FAsCE India, in the presence of 
Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Mappilaparmbil, Regional 
Superior of Dibrugarh Region and former 
Director of FAsCE India, Fr. Saji George, 
Director, MSFS Fathers from Upper Assam 
and Arunachal Pradesh. The proposed 
Community Facilitation Centre would 
facilitate the Self Help Groups, Disabled 
Peoples Organizations, Children, Youth and 
School Drop Outs in Dhemaji District and 

Arunachal Pradesh, who will benefit more 
through various capacity building and skill 
training programmes. It will empower the 
target groups and FAsCE India to be recipients 
and provider of quality services that will result 
in the overall sustainable development. This 
centre would serve FAsCE India to organize its 
training and capacity building initiatives for its 
development partners, staff and other NGOs 
with whom networking relationship is 
established. FAsCE India thanks its former 
Director Rev. Fr. Emmanuel for initiating the 
process and raising the funds for the first phase 
of this project. 
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New Executive Director of FAsCE India assumes Office

On 4th March 2016, Fr. Saji George 
Puthiyakulangara, the designated Executive 
Director of FAsCE India, assumed the office as 
its new Executive Director. The handing over 
and taking over ceremony began with a prayer 
led by Fr. Clean Arengh. After the prayer Fr. 
Emmanuel Mappilaparambil, the former 
Executive Director gave an overview of the 
projects and the statements of account. The 
handing over and taking over ceremony took 
place in the presence of Rev. Fr. George 
Panthanmackel, the President and Rev. Fr. 

Joseph K.P, the Treasurer of FAsCE India respectively. The President expressed his deep sense of 
gratitude to Rev. Fr. Emmanuel for his leadership, hard work and commitment, and for the enormous 
contributions he has made to FAsCE India in his capacity as the Executive Director. He also wished all the 
very best and God's blessings to the new Director and his team. Fr. Saji George was formerly the Associate 
Director of CBCI Society for Medical Education at Ranchi. FAsCE India family wholeheartedly 
welcomes you and wishes you all the best dear Fr. Saji George as you assume your new office.

Placement of MSW Student 

with FAsCE India 

E n h a n c i n g  
expertise through 
exposure: Kivisheli 
H Yepthomi,  an 
MSW student from 
NEF College of 
Management and 
T e c h n o l o g y ,  
Guwahati has joined 
FAsCE India for her 
internship from 21st 
J a n u a r y  t o  9 t h  
February 2016. She 
engaged herself in the grading of Self Help 
Groups across Hatishila, Ekrabari, Amayapur, 
Amsing Jorabat and Patherquary respectively. 
She also extended her help as a volunteer at 
FAsCE Supplementary Education Centre, 
Narengi.

Practical experience is the key to success: "It 
was indeed a wonderful experience for me to 
work as an intern at FAsCE India. The 
organization gave me an opportunity to interact 
with the SHGs as well as with the Children of 
FAsCE Supplementary Education Centre", said 
Kivisheli H Yepthomi.

Hearty Welcome 

FAsCE India wholeheartedly welcomes Mrs. Regina 
Sereng as its Chief Programme Coordinator. She 
joined the organization on February 15, 2016.  
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